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President Nelson and First Lady Wilma Grote 
The MSU community was saddened by the passing of former First Lady Wilma Grote in August 2018, and later 
President Emeritus Dr. C. Nelson Grote in January 2019.   
Wilma Grote grew up in Illinois and was a teacher of gifted elementary school children, high school social 
studies, college English and was an English as a Second Language (ESL) tutor. She met her future husband, C. 
Nelson Grote, as a freshman at Eastern Illinois State Teachers College in 1945. They were married in 1949 and 
enjoyed 69 years of marriage. Dr. Grote became president of Morehead State University in 1987 and Wilma 
was his steadfast partner in many University activities.    
  
She was a long-time member of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Morehead, was on the founding 
board of Morehead Habitat for Humanity and helped raise funds to build their first house. She was a hospice 
and Meals-On-Wheels volunteer, helped create the Kentucky Folk Art Center, was on the founding board of the 
Morehead Theatre Guild and helped form Morehead’s Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO) chapter.   
She was active on the commission that proposed the Women’s Studies program at MSU. Later, the Wilma E. 
Grote Symposium for the Advancement of Women was created in her honor.   
Dr. Grote 
was installed as the eleventh president of Morehead State University on Oct. 30, 1987. 
President Emeritus Dr. C. Nelson Grote passed away at the age of 91 at his home in Morehead.  
He was the 11th president of Morehead State University and retired from the University in 1992 after five 
years of service as its chief executive officer.   
At half-time of the 
Homecoming game against Tennessee Tech, Chrysti Beaver-Noble (89), a junior special education major from 
Phelps, is crowned the 1987 Homecoming Queen by President Nelson Grote and First Lady Wilma Grote. 
When he assumed the presidency on July 1, 1987, he returned to a campus where he began his career in 
higher education administration nearly three decades earlier. It was a move that he said brought him “back 
home.” Of his 42 years in education, he served the Commonwealth of Kentucky for 18 years, with 16 of those 
years spent at MSU.  
While MSU president, he served as Kentucky’s representative to the American Association of Colleges and 
Universities (AASCU), having been elected to the post by state AASCU presidents. He also was an ex-officio 
member of the Morehead-Rowan County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and was named the 
chamber’s 1991 Man of the Year. Grote also served on the Kentucky Advisory Council of the U.S. Small 
Business Administration’s Region IV.  
President Grote 
awards Lisa Maggard (91) her diploma at the 1991 winter commencement. 
Grote was a member of the board of directors of the Kentucky Council on Economic Education and was a 
member of the Jesse Stuart Foundation Board of Directors. He also served on an honorary advisory committee 
of the Blue Grass Council of the Boy Scouts of America and was on the Endowment Committee for the 
Appalachian Ministries Education Resource Center. He was a charter member of the Morehead Optimist Club 
and a life member of Optimist International.  
MSU’s Alumni Association conferred “honorary alumnus” status on both Grote and his wife Wilma and inducted 
the president into the Alumni Hall of Fame. The MSU Board of Regents accorded him the designation of 
president emeritus and an honorary doctorate at the time of his retirement.  
After his retirement, Grote wrote a history of MSU titled, “A Walk Down Memory Lane.”  
The Grotes are survived by three children: Carol Vencill of Lexington; Jan Adam of Seattle, Washington; and 
Dr. Mark Grote of Davis, California.  
Contributions may be made to the C. Nelson and Wilma E. Grote Scholarship Endowment, a part of their 
enduring legacy at Morehead State. To make a gift, call 1-800-783-ALUM or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
In Memoriam: Dr. Don Blair 
For more information on this scholarship and how to establish a scholarship, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give. 
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 Morehead State mourned the loss of local physician and alumnus Dr. Donald Everett Blair (62), 80, of 
Morehead, who passed away Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018, at his home.   
  
Blair earned a Bachelor of Science degree with distinction from Morehead State University and a Doctor of 
Medicine (M.D.) from the University of Louisville. He specialized in family medicine and allergies.   
A physician in Morehead for nearly half a century, Blair was a frequent lecturer at MSU who also served as 
assistant professor of family medicine at the University of Kentucky for more than 20 years and was on the 
medical staff at the Life Care Center in Morehead. He served as president of the Rowan County Medical 
Association and was a member of the Kentucky Medical Association and American Medical Association.   
  
Shortly before his death, the MSU Foundation Inc. announced the establishment of the Dr. Don and Alta Blair 
Family Scholarship Endowment. The scholarship is awarded annually to a student from Rowan County. Last 
year’s inaugural recipient was Benjamin Hutchinson, a freshman nursing major. The endowment is part of 
MSU’s Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign.   
MSU celebrates Homecoming Weekend 2018 
February 15, 2019 
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If there is ever a time where the expression “once an Eagle, always an Eagle” is accurate, it is during 
Morehead State University’s annual Homecoming Weekend. Last year, thousands of MSU alumni ventured back 
to Morehead to reconnect with old classmates and friends while showing their love for the blue and gold.  
Current and former Eagles gathered for the ribbon-cutting ceremony to reopen the Adron Doran University 
Center (ADUC) following two years of additions and renovations to the building. ADUC’s latest renovation 
doubled the size of the student center and provided additional meeting spaces, more restaurant-style dining 
options and lounges, an admissions welcome center and theater, a sports pub and more student-oriented 
spaces to provide services in a one-stop environment.  
Additionally, MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan announced the launch of a new scholarship campaign to aid 
students in need across MSU’s service region. The Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign has a goal of 
raising $15 million in three years for the sole purpose of establishing scholarships for Morehead State 
University students. These scholarships will address the priorities of recruitment, retention and degree 
completion. More than 90 percent of MSU’s student body receives some type of financial aid and private dollars 
are critical to meet the needs of these students.  
Pictured, left to right: 
Elmer Smith (71) is joined by his wife, Margaret, his daughter, Mia, and his son, Christian, at the dedication 
ceremony of the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology during MSU’s Homecoming weekend. 
Dr. Fran Helphinstine (63), was the recipient of the MSU Founder’s Award for University Service. 
Helphinstine retired from MSU in 2018 after more than 50 years as a professor of English. She taught 
undergraduate courses in Shakespeare, the English Renaissance, 17th Century British literature and drama, as 
well as graduate-level courses in Shakespeare, drama and bibliography. She also served as the graduate 
program coordinator and as scholarship advisor for Epsilon Theta Chapter of Chi Omega sorority. View video  
Three people were inducted into the Alumni Hall of Fame. They were:  
• Ronald Cartee (65) is the co-founder of Cartee Land Management and is the owner of 27 Arby’s 
restaurants in Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia. He has raised more than $500,000 for charitable 
efforts, including Big Brothers Big Sisters and the No Child Hungry Campaign. View video  
• Julie Riffe (76) is a nurse practitioner with the Huntington Medical Group and is director of Tri-State 
Medical Missions. She was the first woman to receive an athletic scholarship at MSU and the first woman 
to run track at MSU. She has traveled abroad on medical mission trips to Haiti, Ecuador and South 
India. View video  
• Robert Kelly Wells (95) is the current head men’s basketball coach at the University of Pikeville. He is 
the winningest coach in school history with a 259-97 record and led teams to an NAIA Championship for 
the 2010-11 season. View video  
In addition, three alumni were also inducted into the MSU Athletic Hall of Fame. They were:  
• Nick Atzinger (03) was a five-time individual tournament champion during his MSU Golf career and 
was a member of the 1999 OVC Championship team. View video  
• David Hyland (09) played defensive back for the Eagles football team from 2005 to 2008. He holds the 
school record for interceptions (21), as well as the record for longest interception return (100 
yards).  View video  
• Karen Lutes (04) was a 14-time All-OVC selection in track and field. She was named the OVC cross 
country runner of the year in 2001 and OVC Athlete of the year in 2000 and 2003. View video  
Several Eagles were 
inducted into MSU’s Athletic and Alumni Halls of Fame during Homecoming 2018. Pictured in the front row, 
from left to right, are: Hall of Fame Inductee Ronald Cartee (65), MSU Founder’s Award recipient Dr. Fran 
Helphinstine (63), Hall of Fame Inductee Julie Riffe (76) and Hall of Fame Inductee Robert Kelly Wells (95). 
Pictured in the back row, left to right, are: MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan, Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee Nick 
Atzinger (03), Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee Karen Lutes (04) and Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee David Hyland 
(09). 
The MSU Homecoming Parade brought out alumni, students, faculty, staff and the community as it made its 
way through Main Street in downtown Morehead the morning of Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018. Prizes were awarded 
for the best MSU organization and community float. The Elliott County Fire Department Ladies’ Auxiliary won 
the community award and the MSU Agriculture Club won best campus organization float.   
Left to right: MSU President 
Dr. Jay Morgan, 2018 Homecoming Queen Tessa Collins, Homecoming King Cameron Faudere and MSU First 
Lady Amber Morgan. 
Later that afternoon, the MSU Eagle football team defeated Valparaiso with a final score of 24-31. During 
halftime, fans cheered the candidates for the 2018 Homecoming Court. Tessa Collins and 
Cameron Faudere were selected as this year’s Homecoming Queen and King. Members of the Homecoming 
Court were Rylee Stafford, Bailee Pennington, Bethany Pace, Sydnee Bailey, Nick Anderson, Waco Bays, 
Sayyid Kanu and Peyton Pugh.   
Eagle Football 
toppled homecoming rivals Valparaiso with a final score of 24-31. 
To learn more about reconnecting with MSU alumni and becoming an active alum, contact the Office of Alumni 
Relations and Development at 800-783-ALUM (2586), email alumni@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu. 
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Ron (65) and Diane 
Cartee were recognized at the Jan. 26 home basketball game. They contributed $200,000 to create the Ron 
and Diane Cartee Family Scholarship Endowment. The proceeds from the endowment will support the 
recruitment, retention and degree completion of current and future Eagles. From left: Jim Shaw, MSU vice 
president for university advancement; MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan; Ron and Diane Cartee; Alicia Parker 
Webb (01), senior philanthropy officer; and Mindy Highley (91), assistant vice president for alumni relations 
and development. 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Ronald and Diane Cartee 
Scholarship Endowment, a fund to assist MSU students. This endowment will provide scholarships to incoming 
students at Morehead State, with preference given to Greenup County residents.  
Originally from Greenup County himself, Ronald “Ron” Cartee (65) and his wife Diane have been longtime 
supporters of MSU. Growing up on his family farm in Eastern Kentucky, he learned early on the significance of 
hard work. His mother was a teacher and his father was a contractor, and they instilled in him the importance 
of an education. Their guidance, along with mentorship from then school principal and famous Kentucky 
author, Jesse Stuart, led him to attend MSU and receive a Bachelor of Science degree. While at Morehead 
State he made lasting relationships with faculty and staff members and met his wife Diane. They married his 
junior year.   
Upon graduating from MSU, they moved to Portsmouth, Ohio, where he began his business in land 
development. Together they started with renovating homes, eventually having the opportunity to 
develop 40 acres in the city. Once his son Ron completed college, the family entered into the business of 
building Arby’s franchise stores in 1990 and has continued since. The Cartee family has been recognized 
numerous times at the corporate level for their dedication to the business.   
In 2018, Ron was inducted into the Morehead State University Alumni Association’s Alumni Hall of 
Fame. Because of their love for MSU, Ron and Diane decided to make a lasting impact, establishing their 
scholarship endowment. They hope that the scholarships provided will help future MSU students.   
“There’s no college that I feel could give you more than what Morehead has given me. Once an Eagle, always 
an Eagle,” Ron said.  
To honor their charitable dedication to MSU, the Ronald and Diane Cartee Family Theater has been named in 
their honor in the newly renovated Adron Doran University Center. The theater is used for various campus 
events and to welcome new students to MSU.  
Their scholarship endowment was established as part of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign. For 
more information on this scholarship, or to establish a scholarship, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
Remember the names: Wyche And Hutcherson 
want to make a lasting impression in Eagle 
Football 
Pictured, left to right: Freshman slot receiver Sugar Ray Wyche Jr. and sophomore defensive back 
Starr Hutcherson have unique names and want to make names for themselves on the gridiron for 
MSU Football. 
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Two of the more memorable names you’ll find on the Morehead State University football roster belong to Starr 
Hutcherson and Sugar Ray Wyche Jr.  
“I love my name. I’m the only Sugar Ray I know besides my father,” Wyche said. “I am named after my dad. 
My grandpa was at a Sugar Ray Leonard fight and said if he won, he was going to name his son after 
him.  So, now I’m Sugar Ray Jr.”    
On the field, his teammates often call him “Suge” because it’s shorter.  “But I like Sugar Ray better,” he said.  
Hutcherson is named Startus Hutcherson II.  “But everyone just calls me Starr,” he said.   
According to his father, his “great, great, great, great grandfather escaped from his slave master to the north, 
and he had to change his name. He made it Startus, like ‘start us,’ as in starting a legacy.”  
But there’s more to their stories than just their names. Hutcherson and Wyche, both sophomores, came to 
MSU to play football.  
“I really liked the campus and the coaching staff is amazing.  (The campus) may not be the biggest, but it has 
everything you need,” said Hutcherson, who is from Fairhope, Alabama.  
Wyche, from Louisville, was drawn to Morehead State by “the culture and team chemistry. I also wanted to go 
somewhere I was wanted and could play right away.”  
On the field, both men say the competition is what drives them. “Your will against their will,” Hutcherson said, 
who this year was chosen as a team captain. “I’m a competitor. I love the physicality of it. There’s no other 
sport like football.”  
Wyche has a similar drive. “I love competing. I just want to be the best player on the field at all times. I like 
making plays and I like the spotlight,” he said.  
Both saw extensive action as freshmen. Wyche finished his first season as the fourth leading receiver with 23 
receptions for 314 yards and two touchdowns. Hutcherson, a defensive back, finished third on the team with 
61 total tackles while leading the Eagle defense with 40 solo tackles.  
In practice, Hutcherson and Wyche often compete against each other, but when asked who comes out on top, 
Hutcherson said, “It’s 50-50.”  
Wyche agreed, “It’s an even match up.”    
“Iron sharpens iron,” they added in unison.  
After their football careers are over, Wyche, a sports management major, would really like to do something 
with kids. Hutcherson, a pre-veterinary major, plans to attend veterinary school.  
But before that, the goal is to win a PFL championship.   
“I think this is a team that can do it with all the talent we have this season,” Wyche said. “If everybody pushes 
each other, everybody gets better.  I saw a big change in the spring. We can really do something this season.”  
Hutcherson agrees. “I feel like this is the team that can do it.”   
Starr Hutcherson and Sugar Ray Wyche Jr. want to be sure that opposing teams remember their names, too. 
To do that, Hutcherson and Wyche agree they have to make big plays.   
Wyche laughed. “They can’t forget the name Sugar Ray once they say it on the PA.”  
 
For more information about Eagle Football, visit www.msueagles.com. 
New and improved ADUC an exciting hub for 
Eagle students 
February 15, 2019 
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For many current Morehead State University students, it appears the first official day of the Spring 2019 
semester couldn’t come soon enough.   
However, this had less to do with getting back to class after a much-deserved winter break and more to do 
with the newly renovated and fully operational Adron Doran University Center (ADUC).  
On every floor of the 
newly renovated Adron Doran University Center (ADUC), visitors will find modern decorative touches and 
seating space for students to gather to socialize or work on group projects. 
MSU broke ground in August 2016 on a $49.5 million project to renovate and expand the facility, a plan that 
had been in the works for several years. The original building was 126,000 square-feet and this project added 
an additional 71,000 square-feet. Students were granted limited access to ADUC in early October and got a 
chance to glimpse some of the facility’s new features but would have to wait until the spring semester to 
experience the new and improved dining services.  
Russell Mast, vice president for student affairs, said the response from students who have experienced the 
bigger and better ADUC has been overwhelmingly positive.  
“It’s just buzzing with activity,” he said. “They really enjoy the numerous lounge spaces where they can 
socialize with friends, study, have a bite to eat or just relax with a cup of coffee.”  
The second floor of 
ADUC is where students can enjoy one of several popular chain restaurants like Moe’s Southwest Grill and 
Which Wich Superior Sandwiches. 
On all three floors of ADUC, students have various places to gather with friends and classmates that are 
complemented with modern decorative touches. The first floor includes tables perfect for group study projects 
while students can get away to have more quiet time at the “study pods” on the building’s third floor. ADUC 
also has new designated spaces to accommodate larger groups and gatherings, whether it is the 100-seat 
theatre on the first floor or a new ballroom capable of seating 600 on the third floor.  
The new ADUC doesn’t just have spaces dedicated to current students. In addition to remaining the home of 
the EagleCard Office and the University Store, several other offices that provide student services have also 
moved into the building, including the Student Government Association, Campus Activities Board, Eagle 
Diversity Education Center, First Year Programs, International Student Services and Disability Services, among 
others.   
The facility also has a few spaces dedicated to MSU alumni like the Aquila Club Alumni Lounge on the second 
floor and the Ron and Patty Griffith Alumni Library on ADUC’s top level. Many Eagle alumni have had spaces of 
ADUC dedicated due to their generous donations to the University, whether it’s the Morrow Family Fireplace, 
the Prefontaine Tower or the Caudill Family Heritage Room, just to name a few, with future named spaces to 
be dedicated when fundraising is complete.  
In addition to being 
home to the ballroom and meeting rooms, ADUC’s third floor has space for alumni to reconnect and relax in 
the Ron and Patty Griffith Alumni Library. 
In addition to the expansion and modernization of ADUC, one of the main improvements that students enjoy 
are the dining options. On the first floor, there is an expanded Starbucks that includes a new entrance on 
Second Street to be more accessible to the community. It’s one of the largest Starbucks locations on a college 
campus, according to Bill Redwine (79), assistant vice president for auxiliary services at MSU. The first floor 
is also home to a new original dining concept called the Prefontaine Pub, which features dark wood décor and 
multiple big-screen TVs, including a giant projection screen just outside of the pub. The Prefontaine Pub will 
also be home to an Aramark dining concept called Bento Sushi, which will prepare fresh sushi daily and offer 
cooked-to-order stir fry.  
ADUC’s second floor is where you will find plenty of happy Eagle diners thanks to the return of popular chains 
like Chick-fil-A, along with new welcome additions like Aramark’s Italiano Pizza and Pasta and restaurant 
chains that include Moe’s Southwest Grill, Steak ‘n Shake and Which Wich Superior Sandwiches. Redwine said 
that every one of the dining options in ADUC has later operating hours during the week (open until 6 
p.m., with Starbucks and the Prefontaine Pub opened for limited hours on weekends).  
The Prefontaine Pub, 
located on ADUC’s first floor, is a new dining option for students that features a sports pub-style atmosphere 
and food offerings, and multiple flat-screen TVs. 
Redwine said the response to the dining options in ADUC has exceeded expectations, both in student 
transactions and the number of people from the community who are visiting the MSU facility. He believes 
ADUC is well on its way to becoming one of the high points of the authentic MSU experience.  
“We lost that for two years where ADUC was closed during the renovation and construction. Now, we’ve got 
the kinds of meeting rooms and space and socialization space and food space that all of those programs can 
come back into the building,” he said. “It’s getting back to what it should be and that’s a student-focused 
student hub.”  
For more information about the new facility, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/aduc.   
Student journalists at MSU’s student-produced newspaper, The Trail Blazer, produced a feature and video 
tour.  
In Memoriam – February 2019 
To make a gift in memory of one or more of these individuals, call the Office of Alumni Relations & Development at 800-
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• Carol L. Hall – 1941 
• Marie V. Bias – 1945 
• Virgil V. Catron – 1954 
• Howard L. Setser – 1956 
• Harold P. Combs – 1957 
• Betty A. Karrick – 1957 
• Barbara S. Fischer – 1959 
• Ruth E. Holbrook – 1959 
• Ramon L. Jackson – 1959 
• Ardene H. Cooper – 1961 
• Charlotte E. Dorton – 1961 
• Perry R. Walls – 1961 
• Don E. Blair – 1962 
• James D. Kelly – 1962 
• Billie V. Scaggs – 1962 
• Charles J. Bailey – 1963 
• Wanda H. Conn – 1963 
• Mary L. Cox – 1963 
• James L. Crace – 1964 
• Richard F. Detrick – 1964 
• Lowell S. Dickerson – 1964 
• John W. Ellison – 1964 
• Donald B. Hall – 1964 
• Rudolph W. Mosier – 1964 
• John W. Pflieger – 1964 
• Valeria W. Webb – 1964 
• Richard S. Pawlik – 1965 
• Armenda R. Barker – 1966 
• Glennis W. Buckner – 1966 
• Carolyn J. Calvert – 1966 
• Gary L. Chapman – 1966 
• Mildred G. Stanley – 1966 
• Vivian S. Warrix – 1966 
• Roger Bagshaw – 1967 
• John J. Benzing – 1967 
• Vivian R. Robinson – 1967 
• Larry Colwell – 1968 
• Paul L. Ford – 1968 
• Gladys R. Ison – 1968 
• William T. Salisbury – 1968 
• William J. Salisbury – 1968 
• Isaac A. Weldon – 1968 
• Donald L. Beckman – 1969 
• Christine C. Burton – 1969 
• Donald T. Clark – 1969 
• Orvil D. Jackson – 1969 
• Russell R. McClure – 1969 
• Barbara S. Mofield – 1969 
• Ruth A. Sterner – 1969 
• Ned M. Friece – 1970 
• Larry B. Hall – 1970 
• Billie J. King – 1970 
• Johnnie V. Randall – 1970 
• James B. Buzard – 1971 
• William P. Morgan – 1971 
• Lowell G. Arnett – 1972 
• Tressa A. Howard – 1972 
• David C. Ratliff – 1972 
• Mary E. Sanchez – 1972 
• Norma C. Cloyd – 1973 
• Marcia J. Fisher – 1973 
• James C. Iams – 1973 
• Sheila B. Piganelli – 1973 
• Teena K. Wright – 1973 
• Clayton T. Lane – 1974 
• Malcolm W. Roe – 1974 
• Judy Williams – 1974 
• Jerrold W. Calvert – 1975 
• Malcolm Carter – 1975 
• Eugene Daniel – 1975 
• Karen S. Hall – 1975 
• William C. Rock – 1975 
• Dorcas J. Robinson – 1976 
• Barry L. Brewer – 1977 
• Myrtle K. Newman – 1978 
• Margaret A. Henneman – 1979 
• John B. Johnson – 1979 
• Bonnie J. Mcgee – 1979 
• Pamela A. Nickell – 1979 
• Beth A. Rose – 1979 
• Kathleen E. Solter – 1979 
• Melinda L. Weaver – 1979 
• Carroll R. Loy – 1981 
• Teresa M. Brown – 1983 
• Ronald E. Kendrick – 1983 
• Tony N. Phillips – 1983 
• Darlene Perkins – 1984 
• Judith S. Stewart – 1984 
• Carole R. Burchett – 1985 
• Marion K. Schneider – 1987 
• Tammy G. Boyd – 1988 
• John D. Cochran – 1988 
• Jack A. Jarrell – 1988 
• Kimberly A. Jenkins-McClements – 1991 
• Bobbi L. McGee – 1992 
• Letha B. Tackett – 1992 
• Jerrye J. Redden – 1998 
• Daniel L. Foster – 2001 
• Jeffrey L. Otis – 2003 
• Therese L. Eden – 2006 
• Shambre J. Bradford – 2008 
• Monica A. Shockey – 2009 
• Thomas B. Anspach – 2013 
• Eric Lovely – 2018 
• Ronald D. Adkins* 
• Bill Catron* 
• C. N. Grote* 
• Wilma E. Grote* 
• David P. Robinson* 
• James W. Bell – ND 
• Bart Carruth – ND 
• Bonnie C. Corbin – ND 
• Larry D. Goodman – ND 
• Greg McGuire – ND 
• In Memoriam: James W. Bell 
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•  
• James W. Bell, 96, a long-time friend and supporter of Morehead State University, passed away on 
Jan. 6, 2019.   
  
Born and raised in Louisa, Bell graduated from Louisa High School at 15 years old and 
attended the University of Kentucky. He later enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve Corps at the start of 
World War II. Before his enlistment, he met and married a nurse in Lexington, Emma Fay Lyons. They 
were married 48 years and she preceded him in death in 1991.   
• Bell spent nearly half a century working on special projects with American defense contractors and the 
U.S. Army, U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force. He worked for many major companies specializing in electronic 
warfare, including Raytheon, Sanders, LFE and SWL, where he served as vice president of engineering in 
Northern Virginia.   
  
After his retirement in 1995, Bell moved to Morehead and became an active participant in University 
activities and a passionate supporter of Morehead State. He donated the Bell House, which previously 
housed MSU’s Office of Career Services and established the James W. Bell Education Scholarship. From 
this fund, a scholarship is awarded to full-time MSU students who have resided in and attended a public 
high school for four years in Elliott, Johnson, Knott, Lawrence, Letcher, Magoffin, Martin, Menifee, Pike or 
Wolfe counties.  
• Memorial contributions to the James W. Bell Scholarship Fund may be made 
at alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
• Students recount memories of famous great-aunt 
Loretta Lynn 
• February 15, 2019 
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• Kentucky’s love affair with country music dates back for generations. Famous solo acts and duos such as 
Ricky Skaggs, The Judds, Keith Whitley, Crystal Gayle, Montgomery Gentry, Patty Loveless, 
Dwight Yoakam and Tom T. Hall, along with current superstar Chris Stapleton, all hail from the Bluegrass 
State.   
• But perhaps no Kentucky native has had more of an impact on the industry that Loretta Lynn, who’s 
affectionately known as the “Queen of Country Music.”  Born and raised in Butcher Holler near the small 
town of Van Lear in Johnson County, she’s the most awarded female country artist of all time, having 
sold more than 45 million albums and tallied 24 number one singles.   
• Morehead State University students Ted and Sarah McCoart grew up listening to Lynn’s music on a daily 
basis. The siblings can recite the lyrics to all Lynn’s biggest hits — “Coal Miner’s Daughter,” “She’s Got 
You,” “You Ain’t Woman Enough,” “Fist City,” “One’s on the Way” and many, many more.  
• There’s a good reason for Ted and Sarah’s loyalty to Lynn’s music — they are the great-nephew and 
great-niece of the legendary star. They too grew up in Butcher Holler, the grandchildren of the late 
Herman Webb, Loretta’s younger brother.  
• “Grandpa and Aunt Loretta were only about a year apart in age, so they were very close growing up,” 
Ted said. “Grandpa would tell us stories about all the kids — there were eight brothers and sisters in all. 
As you can imagine, Butcher Holler was a busy place.”  
• Not only did Lynn grow up there, but also the aforementioned Crystal Gayle, Loretta’s younger sister, 
who has enjoyed a remarkable country music career of her own, charting 20 number one hits.   
• For decades now, the Butcher Holler home place has attracted country music fans from all over the 
world. Thousands have visited the childhood home of the legendary “Coal Miner’s Daughter,” much to 
the amazement of the McCoarts.   
• “It was always so shocking to me that people from as far as Japan, Germany —countries from all around 
the globe — coming here,” Ted said. “I learned to give the tour from a young age, doing it from as 
young as eight years old. And it was so neat for me to learn my family history and to learn the history of 
this community and Butcher Holler and all the great people who came from here.”  
• Although he’s proud of his family’s rich musical heritage, Ted, 24, is the first to admit that those unique 
talents somehow skipped over him. Instead, the MSU senior has a passion for athletics and is 
a sport management major, on track to graduate this May. He’s currently working as an assistant in the 
Athletic Media Relations office, assigned to women’s basketball, soccer and softball. Ted writes 
player/coach features, game recaps and is the primary media contact for the three sports.   
• “I’ve been blessed with the opportunity to cover some really good teams and to meet some awesome 
people as far as coaches and my other support staff,” he said. “Upon graduation, I’m hoping to continue 
working in media relations, behind the camera or radio broadcasting.”  
• Sarah, 21, did inherit the family’s musical talents. As a small child, she would stand on the counter at 
the family business (Webb’s Grocery) and perform karaoke for the tourists. At the tender age of six, she 
appeared on stage with her aunt Loretta for the very first time (and has done so twice since). She’s also 
been an opening act for Chris Stapleton. During the summers and at Christmas, Sarah regularly 
performs for the Kentucky Opry at the Mountain Arts Center in nearby Prestonsburg.  
• “FOR ME, IT’S A SOURCE OF PRIDE BECAUSE I GET TO CARRY ON MY FAMILY’S 
LEGACY. I LOVE TO SING AND I’M SO THANKFUL FOR THOSE MOMENTS ON 
STAGE WITH AUNT LORETTA. THOSE ARE VERY SPECIAL AND I’LL ALWAYS 
TREASURE EACH ONE.” -[SARAH MCCOART] 
• Academically, Sarah is a sophomore nursing major and is excited to be a part of a challenging program 
with a long reputation for producing well-trained, high-level graduates. However, her path to MSU was 
anything but typical.  
• “I actually started my college career at Western Kentucky University and I decided to move a little closer 
to home at Eastern Kentucky University. But then, I really found my true home when I moved to 
Morehead State,” she said. “It’s known all over the nation as a top-notch (nursing) program. I have 
multiple friends from Illinois, South Carolina, Maryland — you name it — and they’re all coming to 
Morehead State because of the reputation of this program and I’m really proud to be part of that.”  
• While the McCoarts academic and work schedules keep them busy, they often make the nearly two-hour 
drive back to Van Lear. One of the classic lines in the song “Coal Miner’s Daughter” is “it’s so good to be 
back home again.” Ted said he and Sarah definitely take those lyrics to heart but are also anxious to see 
where their respective careers will take them.  
• “We want to create our own path and achieve success. We love home, always will. Our family has set a 
great example for us. We’re very thankful for that.”  
• Celebration of Student Scholarship highlights 
academic excellence 
• Throughout the year MSU students and faculty strive for academic excellence, and once a year, Morehead State 
has an event that highlights research and scholarship.  
• February 15, 2019 
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• A student 
presents her research at the 2018 Celebration of Student Scholarship. 
• The 14th Annual Celebration of Student Scholarship will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 
24, 2019, on the third floor of the Adron Doran University Center. Last year, the event featured 199 
student presentations (81 oral presentations and 118 posters) – a 23 percent increase over 2017 – that 
spotlighted the outstanding efforts of 259 undergraduate and graduate student scholars (28 percent 
increase over 2017) and their 86 faculty mentors (an increase of eight percent over 2017). Awards were 
made for presentations of special merit as recommended by a panel of 81 faculty, staff and guest 
judges.   
• The Celebration of Student Scholarship showcases the outstanding scholarly work of students involved in 
the Undergraduate Research Fellowship program to the greater campus community. Initiated in the 
spring of 2006, the annual celebration has grown into a day-long event of presentations, exhibitions and 
performances by students from the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, the College 
of Education, the College of Science and the Elmer R. Smith College Business and Technology.   
• All undergraduate and graduate students working with faculty on any type of scholarly endeavor within 
their discipline (research, creative productions, regional engagement, etc.) are encouraged to present 
their work. High-quality scholarly products from courses (e.g., capstone projects, independent research, 
research courses, etc.) are also welcome. All Undergraduate Research Fellows are required to present 
their work.  
• The format will feature student oral and poster presentations, followed by an end-of-the-day reception at 
which students and faculty mentors will be recognized and awards presented for student presentations of 
exceptional merit. The deadline for the final submission of abstracts is 8 a.m. Monday, March 18. 
Abstracts will be submitted this year only through an electronic Abstract Submission form. The 
form is located at https://coss-submissions.onlinescoringsystem.com/abstracts/new. Document Services 
(Allie Young 14) will print student PowerPoint posters free of charge if submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 19.    
• Over the past two decades, the involvement of students in faculty-mentored research, scholarly and 
creative work has been rapidly growing into a national phenomenon. Engaging students in these types of 
scholarly activities at the undergraduate level has been demonstrated to enhance student intellectual 
development, increase the number of students pursuing advanced degrees, and enhance retention and 
graduation rates.   
• At MSU, faculty in all disciplines are engaging students outside the traditional classroom setting in their 
professional scholarly endeavors. Based upon these collaborations, students are presenting, exhibiting 
and performing at state, regional and national forums, continuing MSU’s reputation for academic 
excellence.  
• As a friend of MSU, you can support the event by attending, sponsoring student presenters, volunteering 
to judge and encouraging students to attend. Everyone is welcome.   
• For more information, please contact Dr. Michael Henson, associate vice president for research and the 
dean of the Graduate School, at m.henson@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/studentcelebration.  
• College of Business and Technology named for 
Elmer R. Smith 
• February 15, 2019 
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• Pictured, left to 
right: Elmer Smith (71) is joined by his wife, Margaret, his daughter, Mia, and his son, Christian, at the 
dedication ceremony of the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology during MSU's 
Homecoming weekend. 
• Morehead State University’s Board of Regents honored one of the institution’s most respected graduates 
last semester by approving the naming of the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology.  
  
“Elmer Smith (71) has been an ambassador of higher learning and a loyal supporter of Morehead State 
University since his days as a student. His support through service, dedication and financial commitment 
has been unprecedented,” said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan.  
  
To date, Smith has donated nearly $4 million to the University. The naming of the college was 
announced during MSU’s Homecoming celebration in October 2018.  
  
• “MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY AND ITS DEDICATED FACULTY PROVIDED ME 
WITH A GREAT EDUCATION, GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION TO ENABLE ME TO 
EMBARK ON A SUCCESSFUL CAREER IN EDUCATION. I AM BLESSED TO BE 
SURROUNDED BY A GREAT GROUP OF DEDICATED EMPLOYEES AND A 
SUPPORTIVE FAMILY OF MY WIFE, MARGARET, DAUGHTER, MIA, AND SON, 
CHRISTIAN.” -[ELMER R. SMITH] 
• “Throughout my career, I have chosen to support MSU and Tau Kappa Epsilon, my fraternity, and 
currently serve as the chairman of the TKE Education Foundation, raising funds for scholarships and 
leadership training for our leaders of tomorrow,” said Smith. 
  
A native of Martin County, Smith graduated from MSU with a degree in business education. Smith is a 
successful professional who has served in numerous positions in the educational field. He currently 
serves as president of Interactive College of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia, which specializes in 
computer-based training.  
  
In 2003, he was named the outstanding alumnus from the college that bears his name. That same year, 
Smith and his late wife created the Elmer R. and Donna N. Smith Endowed Chair, which supports 
entrepreneurship initiatives within the College of Business and Technology.  The couple also created the 
Elmer and Donna Smith Scholarship Endowment in 2010 to support awards for needy students.  In 
addition, the Elmer R. Smith Regents Scholarship was created recently through Smith’s contributions to 
the current Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign.   
• He was inducted into the MSU Alumni Association Hall of Fame in 1999. Smith has served on the Board 
of Trustees of the MSU Foundation Inc. and was named Donor of the Year in 2002. He received an 
honorary Doctor of Education degree from MSU in 2011.  
  
The building that housing MSU’s Space Science Center—Smith-Booth Hall—is named for Elmer and 
Donna Smith, and Jim (70) and Linda Booth. 
• The Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology includes the School of Business 
Administration and the School of Engineering and Information Systems. Programs in the College of 
Business and Technology offer a broad choice of high-quality academic programs at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. The college actively engages with a wide variety of regional 
initiatives that enrich the learning environment while contributing to the community through a network 
of business centers and institutes. For additional information about the programs in the Elmer R. Smith 
College of Business and Technology, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cbt.   
  
To make a gift to MSU, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give or call the Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033. 
• Alumnus Soper named vice president at Kentucky 
Bank  
• February 15, 2019 
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•  
• David Soper (11) has always had a love for numbers. Therefore, when it came time to pick a major in 
college, he said accounting “seemed like a no-brainer.” Graduating from Morehead State with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting, Soper has gone on to have a successful career within the financial 
field.    
• He credits Morehead State as a driving force in shaping his future.   
• “(The) well-educated professors, combined with rigorous curriculum and real-world experience, provided 
me with the knowledge necessary for succeeding in today’s financial world,” said Soper.   
• After graduation, Soper began working at Kentucky Bank as a retail banker, where his role involved 
consumer lending and establishing new accounts. His experience in the financial field has continued to 
expand and currently includes asset management, accounting and lending.   
• Soper has recently been promoted to vice president, commercial lender, for Kentucky Bank. In this 
role, he will continue to provide excellent customer service to all his current and potential customers 
while building and growing assets of Kentucky Bank with a sizeable loan portfolio.   
• “The promotion means a lot to my family and myself,” says Soper. “Not only does it give me the 
opportunity to connect and build relationships with commercial customers, but also gives me the ability 
to help people achieve their dreams of starting and growing successful businesses.”  
• To learn more about Morehead State’s business programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/business.  
Roach-Barrette finds a career shaped by the stars 
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For William Roach-Barette (17), technology has always been a source of curiosity. As a child, he was 
captivated by Steve Jobs’ technological advancement of 2007, the iPhone. The device sparked his interest in 
technology and led him to contemplate how technology like this could be improved. Yet, it wasn’t until his 
involvement with the Kentucky Space Movie Project that his interest in space was realized.   
Sponsored by Dataseam, the Kentucky Space Movie Project challenges teams of students to produce videos in 
which they explore an aspect of space. Roach-Barette said, “that experience opened up my mind to the 
possibility of combining my love of technology to a love of space.”  
During the summer of his junior year of high school, Roach-Barette spent the school break researching at 
Morehead State’s Space Science Center. The focus of his research was on building satellites. It was from this 
experience that Roach-Barette decided to attend Morehead State and pursue a degree in Space Systems 
Engineering. While at MSU, he received the Dataseam scholarship, a full-tuition scholarship awarded to five 
students from Dataseam school districts who plan to pursue a STEM-based degree.   
After graduation, Roach-Barette was quickly hired by Rajant Corporation, which had just established a base in 
Morehead. His first role at Rajant Corporation, which produces wireless network infrastructure, was 
engineering based as he worked with a team of six MSU graduates to design and build unmanned drones for 
the government. The drones can “find a target and eliminate it before it can threaten a military base,” Roach-
Barette said.    
Today, Roach-Barette works for Rajant Corporation as the sales operations manager where he “wears a ton of 
different hats.” In this position, he ensures that sales associates are meeting their internal goals, as well as 
designing and maintaining software programs to assist the salesforce. Roach-Barette said, “It’s an analytics 
position and I do a lot of programming in a day.”  
When asked about his biggest achievement so far, Roach-Barette reflected on his time volunteering at summer 
computer science workshops in far Eastern Kentucky. He said that his biggest success is, “how I can give back 
and bring more people like me to this industry.”   
Additional information about MSU’s space science program is available 
at www.moreheadstate.edu/study/spacescience.  
MSU grad earns prestigious veterinary school 
scholarship 
February 15, 2019 
343 
Chase Turner (18), 
center, was awarded Auburn University’s Francesca B. Gaither Scholarship. He is pictured above with Auburn 
University College of Veterinary Medicine Dean Calvin Johnson, left, and Auburn Gross Anatomy Lecturer Dr. 
Joe Rowe, right. 
A recent MSU graduate has earned a prestigious scholarship at Auburn University’s School of Veterinary 
Medicine.  
Chase Turner (18) of West Liberty was awarded Auburn’s Francesca B. Gaither Scholarship. The prize was 
awarded in recognition of his accomplishments prior to admission to the school’s veterinary medicine program. 
Turner was one of 10 students honored at the awards ceremony.   
“This is a great day in the life of the college because it is a day to celebrate your accomplishments and your 
outstanding success,” said Dr. Dan Givens, Auburn’s associate dean for academic affairs. “By being a student 
here, you’ve shown how outstanding you are, and we celebrate and recognize all of you.”   
  
Dr. Philip Prater, professor of veterinary science at MSU, said Turner had several achievements while he was at 
MSU. He graduated with a 4.0 GPA, was the pre-vet student of the year in the College of Science and 
completed more than 2,500 hours of veterinary experience at the West Liberty Veterinary Clinic.   
  
“Chase and many others from MSU that have gone on to colleges of veterinary medicine have always had 
positive comments about the preparation here at MSU,” Prater said. “They are always complimentary of the 
rigor of their course work, especially in the biological and agricultural sciences. They are also complimentary of 
the care and advice that they received from our faculty. They routinely contact me after they are in vet school 
and tell me that they feel ‘light years’ ahead of some of their other classmates with the training they received 
in veterinary science at MSU.”  
  
For more information about MSU’s Veterinary Science program, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/vet_science.   
Bryer named as one of six OVC Scholar-Athletes 
for 2017-18 
February 15, 2019 
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 Eagle Rifle senior Brandon Bryer has earned the highest individual award a student-athlete can receive in the 
Ohio Valley Conference – he was named as one of the six 2017-18 OVC Scholar-Athletes.  
 
The winners were selected from a group of 17 finalists by a vote of OVC Faculty Athletics Representatives. 
Honorees must have performed athletically with distinction, earned at least a 3.25 GPA and conducted 
themselves in a manner that has brought credit to the student-athlete, his or her institution, intercollegiate 
athletics, and the OVC. The award is based on academic and athletic criteria/accomplishments achieved during 
the 2017-18 school year.  
 
Bryer is the 14th man in MSU history to earn the accolade and the first since Logan Hogge (16) did 
so representing MSU Golf in 2015-16. Morehead State now has 26 all-time winners, including 12 women.  
 
Now in his final season of rifle, Bryer has been a three-time All-OVC selection and twice earned his team’s Most 
Improved honor in addition to having the highest average on the team. In 2017-18 he was named Mr. Eagle as 
the school’s Male Athlete of the Year.  
 
In the classroom, Bryer has a 3.91 GPA in political science with a minor in business administration. He also 
serves as the Morehead State Student Government Association president (elected by the students) and as the 
student representative on the MSU Board of Regents. He has earned the OVC Academic Medal of Honor, been a 
three-time OVC Commissioner’s Honor Roll recipient and a three-time Collegiate Rifle Coaches Association All-
Academic selection.  
 
He has also served as the treasurer of the Pi Kappa Phi fraternity, earning that organization’s Howard H. Baker 
National Leadership Award and has served as the Vice President of the Interfraternity Council (IFC). Bryer has 
also served as the president of the Pre-Law Society. In the community, he has helped with the organizations 
and businesses that include Shiners Hospital, Horizon Village and the Tri-County Animal Shelter.  
 
For more information about MSU Rifle, visit www.msueagles.com. 
New website launched for alumni  
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The Morehead State Alumni Association has launched a new website: alumni.moreheadstate.edu.   
The new website highlights alumni and giving activities, including the Soar to New Heights Scholarship 
Campaign, and traditional events like Homecoming and Spring Gala. It also provides you with information 
about upcoming events, alumni awards and recognition, and the benefits of being an Eagle alumnus.  
The new site features a convenient and secure way to support MSU, including descriptions of all of our 
scholarships and other funds.   
Would you like to reconnect with friends from college? 
Our website features an online directory where you can stay connected to other Eagles and keep your 
information up to date.  
Have you created your online account yet? 
Signing up is easy – visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu and proceed through the First Time Login steps. Check 
your email for a previously sent code to verify your profile. If you haven’t received your code, just send an 
email to alumni@moreheadstate.edu. Creating your profile is encouraged and required for alumni directory 
access, but you aren’t required to log in to make a gift or check out the other awesome features of the new 
alumni site.  
Milo Austin selected FCS Assistant Coach of the 
Year by the AFCA 
February 15, 2019 
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In 2015, Eagle Football head coach Rob Tenyer (07) hired Milo Austin to be the team’s tight ends/slots coach 
and video coordinator. Three years later, Austin was promoted to associate head coach—the first at MSU since 
John Gilliam served in that capacity under longtime Head Coach Matt Ballard six years ago.  
Now, Austin has been selected the Football Championship Subdivision Assistant Coach of the Year by the 
American Football Coaches Association.  
“It is truly an honor to be voted Assistant Coach of the Year,” said Austin. “To be in the same breath as such 
coaching greats who have received this achievement is very humbling.”  
Each year, staff representatives from NCAA and NAIA football-playing schools are asked to nominate an 
assistant for consideration. From those nominations, the winners are selected by the AFCA Assistant Coach of 
the Year Committee. The Assistant Coach of the Year award was first presented in 1997 and was created to 
honor assistant coaches who excel in community service, commitment to the student-athlete, on-field coaching 
success and AFCA professional organization involvement.  
The criteria for the award are not limited to on-field coaching ability or the success of the team and the players 
whom these assistant coaches work with. Service to the community through charitable work and other 
volunteer activities, participation in AFCA activities and events, participation in other professional organizations 
and impact on student-athletes are all considered in the selection process. Winners of the Assistant Coach of 
the Year Award will receive a plaque to commemorate their recognition.   
  
Austin, a native of Prince Georges County, Maryland, has spent 11 years coaching college football, with the last 
four at Morehead State. An active member of the AFCA, Austin serves on the program committee and spoke 
during the Skills and Drills portion of the 2018 AFCA Convention in Charlotte.  
  
In the community, he has volunteered for the Build-a-Bed project, which makes beds for underserved families 
in the local community. He founded and ran the Full Focus Foundation, a youth life-skills development 
program. As director of player development at the University of Cincinnati in 2010, Austin guided the “Cats in 
the Community” initiative and created the Cats Life Skills seminar program.  
  
Austin has participated in the Bill Walsh Minority Internship with the St. Louis Rams in the summer of 2013 
and coached at the Los Angeles Chargers’ preseason camp in 2018 as part of the minority fellowship program. 
He also coached Team USA at the 2018 FISU World Collegiate Games in Harbin, China, as part of a trip with 
Athletes in Action.  
  
Finishing his fourth season with the Eagles in 2018, Austin served as a coach for the wide receivers and as co-
special teams coordinator. He has mentored an all-conference or all-American performer in each year he has 
coached.  
  
In his time at Morehead State, he helped mentor slot receiver and kick returner Jake Raymond to the school 
career records in receptions (272) and receiving yards (2,907) and guided Jarin Higginbotham, a 2018 senior, 
to record more than 2,000 career receiving yards.  
He’s placing an emphasis on recruiting high character young men with a strong work ethic both on the field 
and in the classroom.    
“We’ve got kids coming to MSU that want to be part of something special, they don’t want to miss out,” Austin 
said. “We’ve got some outstanding transfers and junior college players who are great young men and play the 
game the right way.”   
Even with the accolades for his coaching abilities and giving back to his community, Austin said the goal for 
MSU Football is simple: make a run at the Pioneer League Championship. He regularly has one-on-one 
conversations with players to ensure everyone is laser focused.  
“We all have to be dialed into the same goal. We’ve got to eliminate all distractions and work harder than we 
ever have,” he said. “Our guys are maturing, and we now have the depth to get it done. A championship is 
within our grasp. We want to accomplish something that guys will still be talking about 30 years from now.”  
 For more information about Eagle Football, visit www.msueagles.com. 
Morehead State continues to earn national 
rankings 
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Morehead State University was founded as a teacher’s college with a mission to educate and serve Eastern 
Kentucky as a “light to the mountains.” In its more than 130 years of history, that light has shown across the 
Commonwealth, the nation and well beyond.   
The University has a long-standing reputation for academic excellence and student support and people are 
taking notice. Whether it’s academic excellence, superior online education, affordability or providing 
veterans with the best possible college experience, more and more people are finding out why it pays to be an 
Eagle.  
Here is a list of some of the national rankings MSU has recently earned:  
• MSU’s online Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) programs in middle grades (5-9) and secondary 
education (8-12) were listed among The 30 Best Online Master’s in K-12 Education Programs for 2018 
by TheBestSchools.org.  
• MSU’s online MBA program was listed by Online MBA Page as one of the Top 100% Online MBA 
Programs and on its Best Value, Fully Accredited Online MBA Programs for 2019-20.  
• OnlineMasters.org selected MSU’s Master of Arts in Adult and Higher Education (MAHE) as one of 
the best graduate programs for adult education of 2019.   
• SR Education Group ranked MSU’s Master of Arts in Counseling program as 11th out of 25 colleges 
nationwide in its list of the 2019 Most Affordable Master’s in Counseling Online.  
• BestColleges.com ranked MSU’s Master of Arts in Adult & Higher Education 19th in its list of Best 
Online Master’s in Adult Education Programs, the highest-ranking Kentucky university to make the list.  
• Morehead State once again made Military Times’ “Best for Vets: Colleges 2019” rankings.  
• Morehead State University has been named a Bronze-level Military Friendly School® for 2019-20 
by Viqtory Media.  
• MSU’s Master of Arts in Sports Management made OnlineMasters.com’s list as one of the best Master 
of Arts in Sport Management programs of 2018.   
• AffordableCollegesOnline.org (ACO) recognized Morehead State University for offering one of the best 
online learning environments in the country. The website highlighted several MSU programs, including 
Best Online Master’s in Educational Technology (ranked nine out of 50), Best Online Business Programs 
(ranked 17 out of 50), Best Online Master’s in English (ranked five out of 50) and Best Online RN to BSN 
Programs (ranked 17 out of 50).  
• SR Education Group ranked MSU’s Master of Arts in English program 11th out of 25 colleges 
nationwide in its list of the 2019 Most Affordable Online Colleges for English.  
• MSU is ranked as one of the Most Affordable Colleges and Universities by College Consensus. The 
University was ranked 23rd out of 100 higher education institutions nationwide and was the only public 
university in the state of Kentucky to make the list.    
• MSU’s Veterinary Technology Program was ranked at number 15 for the Best Veterinary Degree in 
the country by College Choice.  
• SR Education Group ranked Morehead State 19th in the 2018 Most Affordable Colleges for a Doctoral 
Degree in Education.  
• College Consensus recognized Morehead State University in its survey of the Best Colleges and 
Universities in Kentucky for 2018.   
The website’s list includes a wide range of schools from major public research universities and small 
regional colleges to liberal arts colleges in its rankings. It honors the best colleges in Kentucky for their 
commitment to excellence. MSU was the highest ranked Kentucky public university on the list.   
To view a comprehensive list of MSU’s rankings visit www.moreheadstate.edu/rankings.   
Ronald and Patty Griffith Scholarship 
Endowment established 
February 15, 2019 
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The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Ronald and Patty Griffith 
Scholarship Endowment. This endowment will provide scholarships to incoming students at Morehead State 
University, with preference given to Pike County residents.   
The Griffiths have always been supporters of higher education, with Ronald “Ron” Griffith (65) dedicating 
his career to the field. To Ron, his time at MSU helped shape his entire future. He credits the late Dr. C. Nelson 
Grote, MSU president emeritus, and several other faculty mentors for his successful career. As a student, Ron 
studied industrial arts and served as the president of the Industrial Arts Club. He went on to complete both a 
Bachelor of Science and a Master of Arts at MSU, known at the time as Morehead State College.  
Following graduation, Ron began working in Helena, Arkansas, where he helped found the first community 
college in the area and served there as the director of vocational education. Later, he took a position at Florida 
Junior College in Jacksonville, Florida, and later at Schoolcraft College in Livonia, Michigan, where he worked 
for 32 years. At Schoolcraft College, he maintained his MSU connection with Dr. Grote, working together there 
for several years before Grote returned to MSU to become its 11th president. Ron retired in 2003 as the 
assistant vice president of instruction.  
Patty also attended Morehead State and dedicated her life to education, serving as an instructor for the Early 
Childhood Education Center at Schoolcraft College, where she helped train preschool teachers. She focused 
much of her attention on raising the couple’s two daughters and being a grandmother to three grandsons.   
In retirement, the Griffiths have enjoyed volunteer work at their local church and food pantry in Bardstown. 
Ron also serves as a member of the MSU Foundation’s Board of Trustees.   
To honor the establishment of their endowment, the library in the newly renovated Adron Doran University 
Center has been named the Ron and Patty Griffith Alumni Library. The couple hopes that their scholarship can 
help students from Eastern Kentucky for years to come.   
“It was difficult enough to get out of Eastern Kentucky and go to college in the 1960s and it is still a challenge 
for students today. I have a soft spot for Eastern Kentucky, and especially for Morehead,” Ron said. “So many 
students in Eastern Kentucky struggle and many of them think college is way out of their reach. That is why 
we created this endowment to help make college possible for future students.”  
This scholarship endowment was established as part of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign. For 
more information on this scholarship, or to establish one, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
MSU student finds Disney magic through 
internship program 
February 15, 2019 
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Morehead State University’s Office of Career Services assists students as they navigate the “college to career” 
journey, ensuring that their time is spent developing the knowledge, skills and experiences that will 
successfully prepare them for life after graduation.     
 
Few things in college are more valuable for obtaining real-world experience than high-quality internships. 
Sophomore business management major Connor Tilford recently completed an internship with the Magic 
Kingdom thanks to the Disney College Program.  
 
The Disney College Program is one of Morehead State’s longstanding and popular internship partners. Since 
the program’s inception in 1981, hundreds of MSU students have participated in the semester-long, paid 
internship opportunity at the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida. Tilford, a native of Ballard County, 
was a fall 2018 college program intern, working as an attractions host and greeter at the Magic Kingdom’s 
Seven Dwarfs Mine Train.    
 
The program’s unique “Live, Learn, Earn” model ensures that students enjoy a truly immersive experience that 
fosters professional development with one of the world’s most iconic companies. Interns (or “CPs,” as Disney 
calls them) live in resort-style, Disney-owned housing paid for as part of the intern’s compensation, learn via 
ongoing training and professional development opportunities like seminars, career workshops and speaker 
series, and earn as paid “cast members” for Walt Disney World Resort. MSU students participating in the 
Disney College Program enroll in online classes that allow them to earn academic credit for their internship to 
progress toward graduation.    
“THIS OPPORTUNITY HAS CONFIRMED MY DESIRE TO WORK FOR THIS COMPANY IN THE 
FUTURE. AFTER RETURNING TO MSU AND FINISHING MY DEGREE, I HOPE TO RECEIVE 
A PROFESSIONAL INTERNSHIP HERE SO THAT I CAN CONTINUE TO GROW IN MY 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER.” – [CONNOR TILFORD] 
 
Among the many advantages to the Disney College Program is access to Disney’s professional internship 
program, where CP alums and recent college graduates work in professional capacities across the company. 
Roles are available in broadcast journalism, engineering and technology, finance, graphic design, management 
and marketing. Disney’s professional internship program is a talent pipeline for the company and a valuable 
opportunity to launch a Disney career.  
 
As the Career Center’s internship coordinator and formal liaison to the Disney College Program at 
MSU, Josh Taylor (10) recently had the chance to make a “site-visit” to Orlando to meet Jeff Hickman, 
college recruitment manager for Disney’s Internship Programs, to learn more about the program’s newest 
features and check in on current MSU interns. As a CP alum himself, Taylor wasn’t surprised to learn about 
Tilford’s excitement and invaluable experience.  
 
“I’ve had a fantastic time living here and working for the Walt Disney World Company. My confidence in my 
communication skills, or managing sophisticated technology, has grown tremendously,” Tilford said. 
To learn more about experiential learning opportunities, contact the Office of Career Services at 606-783-
2233, careerservices@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/career. Career Services 
provides career advising and other services to MSU students and alumni.  
Volpi uses her passion for literature and literacy to 
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Sara Volpi | Photo 
credit: Loren Gifford 
Sara Volpi (12) earned a BFA in Creative Writing with a minor in studio art from Morehead State University. 
If you knew her when she was a kid, this was easy to predict. The writing was on the wall. Actually, that is not 
really accurate. The writing was on the paper, accompanying appropriate visuals she created.  
“I’ve always drawn since I can remember, making up cartoons since I was a kid,” she said. “It seems like the 
two (writing and art) just go hand-in-hand. I would draw a character and that character needed a story, so you 
would make a story for them.”  
Now, the story she hopes to create is one that centers around sparking a passion for reading and an 
appreciation for authors of the Commonwealth in her newest position as the director/special projects 
coordinator of the annual Kentucky Book Festival for Kentucky Humanities.  
Volpi was born in Louisiana and moved to Somerset when she was five years old. Even though she indulged 
her visual art talents as a child drawing Disney characters and butterflies she saw outside, she also said she 
picked up the “editing gene” from her parents. Her father Joe was the associate pastor and principal of a 
Christian school and her mother Rhonda worked alongside him as an executive assistant.  
Volpi graduated from Southwestern High School and was offered the Commonwealth Scholarship to attend 
MSU but she initially attended Somerset Community College to major in art. While she was there, former 
MSU English faculty members Crystal Wilkinson and Ron Davis came to her class to talk about how MSU was 
going to start a BFA program in creative writing.  
“I’d always liked writing, but I’d never heard of a degree in creative writing until Crystal showed up and I was 
like, ‘Ok, that sounds fun,’” she said.  
Volpi transferred to MSU her sophomore year. She remembers constantly hanging out in the Claypool-Young 
Art Building, the Bert. T. Combs Building or the Camden-Carroll Library, bringing her computer to “type papers 
there all hours of the night.” She also served as editor of Inscape, MSU’s long-standing student-led, juried 
literary and visual arts journal, in 2012.   
She said on the way to earning her undergraduate degree, the faculty instilled in her some much-needed 
discipline, challenged her as a writer and an artist, and sparked a passion that made her want to continue her 
education and remain in Kentucky after college.  
“THEY KIND OF PUT A FIRE IN ME TO JUST STAY IN KENTUCKY AND JUST DO WHAT I 
CAN TO MAKE MY STATE AS COOL AS POSSIBLE AS FAR AS A LITERARY SCENE IS 
CONCERNED, AND THAT’S WHAT I’VE BEEN DOING EVER SINCE. -[SARA VOLPI] 
Volpi earned a Master of Arts in Rhetoric and Composition from Western Kentucky University in 2014. While in 
Bowling Green, she worked as a customer service representative for Studio Calico, a subscription-based scrap-
booking company. She became the company’s marketing and social media coordinator, where she wrote 
content for the company’s website, newsletters and blogs while doing freelance editing for publishing houses 
and her more creative writing on the side.   
Thanks to a fortuitous Facebook message from a friend in 2015, she learned about a job as the literary 
outreach coordinator and Southern Kentucky Book Fest coordinator at Western Kentucky University. When she 
applied and was accepted, she found a sense of fulfillment through a position that allowed her to be closely 
tied to figures from the literary world.   
“It’s perfect because I love books and meeting authors,” she said. “That was the first time I realized authors 
were accessible and authors would meet with me and talk about their work, which is really cool.”   
Volpi continues to have access to authors from within the state and beyond, but what she finds most rewarding 
is organizing events that help stoke enthusiasm in some of the state’s youngest readers.  
“I love getting books to kids, that’s my favorite thing,” she said. “My favorite part is to see a kid get to meet 
an author and get that book signed and tell them, ‘I really like this book. When are you going to write your 
next book?’ I hope that continues and authors like that are the reason kids continue to read.”   
Volpi feels extremely fortunate to have a position where she can use her passion for writing, authors and 
reading to help get kids excited about reading while introducing more people to the state’s talented writers.  
“I feel like there is no limit to what we can do and I want to try to build more partnerships across Kentucky to 
bolster our literary community because there are hundreds of authors that live in the Commonwealth, and 
people outside of Kentucky don’t know that, and I really want them to,” she said.  
Additional information about MSU’s BFA in Creative Writing program is available 
at www.moreheadstate.edu/study/creativewriting. To learn more about MSU’s Department of Art and 
Design, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art.  
Dr. Frances L. Helphinstine Scholarship 
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Dr. Fran Helphinstine 
(63) was recognized at a home basketball game on Jan. 19. Jim Shaw, MSU vice president for university 
advancement, accepts a check symbolizing her contribution. 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Frances L. Helphinstine 
Scholarship Endowment, a fund to assist students studying English at MSU.  
Dr. Frances “Fran” Helphinstine (63) came to Morehead State as a student in 1959 to pursue a Bachelor of 
Arts in Mathematics and English and later a Master of Arts in English. After graduating, she held teaching 
positions at high schools and eventually returned to MSU as an instructor of English.   
Later, Helphinstine earned a Ph.D. in Renaissance and Dramatic Literature from Indiana University 
Bloomington in 1978. She taught undergraduate courses in Shakespeare, the English Renaissance, 
17th Century British literature and drama, and graduate courses in Shakespeare, drama and bibliography. She 
also served as the graduate program coordinator.   
Helphinstine served as scholarship advisor for the Epsilon Theta Chapter of Chi Omega for nearly 30 years. In 
her free time, she enjoys doing research on performance theory, major features and trends in contemporary 
prize-winning drama, and other related topics. She has received National Humanities Council grants for 
continued studies with other scholars. After more than five decades as a professor of English at MSU, 
Helphinstine retired in 2018. The University honored her with the 2018 Founders Award for University 
Service.   
Much like her career has impacted MSU students, Helphinstine hopes that this scholarship endowment will 
have a lasting impact on students studying English. “Someone else was always looking out for me from the 
very beginning,” she said. “I’m just honored to be able to give back to Morehead State University because it 
has given so much to me.”  
This scholarship endowment was established as part of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign. For 
more information on this scholarship, or to establish a scholarship, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
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Morehead State recently mourned the loss of retired professor Dr. Howard Setser (56).  
He was a two-time graduate of Morehead State University, earning a degree in chemistry and a Master of 
Education in 1961. He returned to MSU in 1964 as a professor and taught biology until his retirement in 1996. 
He received the MSU Distinguished Faculty Award in 1983. He was a member of the Kentucky Academy of 
Science, the Southern Appalachian Botanical Society, the American Society of Plant Taxonomists, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the Kiwanis Club and Morehead United Methodist Church.    
  
He is survived by his wife of 60 years, JoAnne Dillon Setser, whom he married Dec. 26, 1958; one son, David 
Lee Setser and wife Ellen Setser of Hebron, New Hampshire; one daughter, Elizabeth Anne Berry (93) and 
husband Dr. Robert Michael Berry of May’s Lick; one brother, James Lowell Setser and wife Mary Helen Setser 
of Marietta, Georgia; and three grandchildren, Whitney Ellen Vos, Robert Jacob Berry and Joshua Dillon Berry.  
Memorial contributions are suggested to the Soar to New Heights Scholarship 
Fund. Visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give to make your gift.  
Are there Future Eagles in your family? 
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Future Eagle Mac 
Huffman, son of Guy (02) and Molly Huffman, grandson of Madonna (71) and Jim Weathers. 
Request a bib for your little Eagle. 
Share your baby announcement with us and we’ll mail a “Future Eagle” baby bib to celebrate your newest 
family member. Open to parent and grandparents who are alumni.  
To request a bib, email alumni@moreheadstate.edu with “Future Eagle” in the subject line. You may also post 
the pics of your little Eagle and share with us on Facebook. 
Sign your kids or grandkids up for the Future Eagle Legacy Program.  
This program offers both you and your child or grandchild exciting benefits that will get you involved as a 
family in all that the University has to offer while helping to make MSU a family tradition.  
Registered and eligible children will receive annual birthday cards, gifts at milestone birthdays and special 
invitations to MSU legacy events.  
The Future Eagle Legacy Program is an exclusive program open to the children and grandchildren of alumni 
who are current-year donors to the University. Sign up today at alumni.moreheadstate.edu/legacy. 
Through the Eyes of an Eagle 
Donovan Ward begins his college journey at Morehead State University 
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As each summer comes to an end, one of the most exciting and eventful times at Morehead State University 
begins. Every year, thousands of students and their families make the journey to MSU to move-in to their 
home away from home for the academic year. Among those thousands of students, you’ll find many new 
students who are living on their own for the very first time. 
One of those students is Donovan Ward, a physics and pre-engineering major from Staffordsville. We followed 
him during his first week on campus as an MSU Eagle to get a glimpse of what it was like for him and his 
family as he began his life as a full-time college student. 

Donovan (left) pulled up to Cartmell Hall on a very hot August morning to move into his new home and was 
greeted by plenty of MSU student volunteers to help lighten the load. The 19-year-old freshman came to MSU 
as a Herron Scholarship recipient and plans do the 3:2 program, completing three years of coursework at MSU 
before transferring to the University of Kentucky that will earn him a bachelor’s degree in engineering and a 
bachelor’s degree in physics from MSU. Coming from a small town, he said felt like the size and atmosphere of 
Morehead State was “the best fit for his personality.” 

Donovan admits he was a bit nervous living away from home for the first time. He was going to miss his family 
and his yellow Labrador named Jase. This would also be the first time he was living with roommates. Luckily, 
he managed to room with two friends from home and seemed to strike up a quick kinship with the third 
roommate from Winchester. After finding a place to set up the TV and video game console, he said he predicts 
there will be plenty of “Fortnite” tournaments in his room this fall. 

Of all the members of Donovan’s family, his mother, Donna Ward (95), is simultaneously the most excited for 
him to start at MSU and the most saddened to see him leave home. But she feels good today, both because 
she admittedly cried most of her tears in the days leading up to move-in day and the fact that she is very 
familiar with the school as an alum who graduated with a degree in education. She likes the fact that he is not 
too far away. “I’m going to come to see him every weekend, whether he wants us to or not,” Donna said. 
“They didn’t tell me about that,” Donovan replied. Donovan mentioned he would be more likely to welcome a 
visit if his mom brought her peach cobbler. 

After plenty of moving and grabbing a bite to eat for lunch, the family met in the lobby of Cartmell Hall to say 
their official goodbyes…some more reluctantly and hesitantly than others. His father, Bob, was less emotional 
than Donna but feels comfortable knowing that he is going to college at a safe campus. Mom and dad are also 
glad Donovan found a church, Morehead Church of Christ, within walking distance of campus. As for Donovan’s 
younger sister Dianna, 13, she was mainly happy and hopeful she would get to take over his bedroom. 
His first 
full day on campus ended with Donovan and his freshman class participating in the New Student Days 
Induction Ceremony. It was one of several activities that took place during New Student Days (“The movie on 
the lawn kind of surprised me,” he said) that helped him have fun, make friends and feel like a part of the 
campus community. He got to touch base with his professors and advisors, made a few trips to Kroger and 
Walmart and got a surprise family visit the day before his first day of class. “They came back Sunday and took 
me out to lunch,” he said. “I wish they’d have told me. They just kind of showed up and I’m glad they came. 
Free Cracker Barrel, that was nice.” He said he was surprised to find out that his little sister was sadder than 
she expected to be without her big brother. “I didn’t know she liked me that much,” he said. “It was either that 
or them telling her that she couldn’t have my bedroom (that made her sad). I don’t know which one.” 

Donovan joined some of his fellow freshmen for his First Year Seminar (FYS) course on the first official day of 
classes. When we checked in with Donovan this January, he was eating at Pasquale’s in downtown Morehead 
with his friends and was able to reflect on a successful fall semester. He made only one “B” in his chemistry 
class and started a co-ed intramural softball team with some friends from his high school (they took third 
place). He and his roommates also hosted more than a few “Super Smash Brothers” video game tournaments 
in his room. This spring semester, Donovan will be taking some harder classes, including his first college 
physics course and a business course in accounting, among others. He will also turn 20 and is excited to get 
involved in soccer intramurals when the weather warms up. He said his attitude has changed quite a bit since 
he pulled up with an SUV full of belongings back in August. “I’m definitely a whole lot more confident,” he said. 
“I was definitely intimidated my first semester but now, I know it’s not as bad as I was thinking, so I think this 
semester will go by a lot smoother.” 
 
Ratliff’s artwork shines in the Music City 




There are many artists who have become fixtures in Nashville’s music scene, but most of them are either 
holding a microphone or a musical instrument. Stephanie “Stef” Ratliff (10) has managed to do this in an 
entirely different fashion.  
  
Ratliff, a two-time MSU graduate from Pike County, has achieved success in Nashville by having her artwork 
exhibited in some prestigious places in and around Music City. She has been painting and personalizing the 
awards that are given to artists at the Americana Music Awards ceremony by hand since 2013, creating awards 
for Kentucky country stars like Loretta Lynn, Chris Stapleton, Sturgill Simpson and Tyler Childers. Many of her 
Americana award designs are on display at museums around the country, including Nashville’s Country Music 
Hall of Fame in the American Currents Exhibition. You can also find the artwork she created for Loretta Lynn at 
The Coal Miner’s Daughter Museum at Loretta Lynn’s Ranch in Hurricane Mills, Tennessee.    
Long before Ratliff was making a name for herself in Nashville, she wanted to make her mark with her artistic 
mind as a kid … much to her mom and dad’s dismay.  
“It was obvious I was an artist at a young age,” Ratliff recalls. “My parents’ walls were my canvas, as well as 
the furniture, the fridge. Eventually, they wised up and gave me chalk.”  
  
Ratliff, who goes by the artist name “kyartrat,” graduated from MSU with a Bachelor of Arts in Art. She 
earned a Master of Arts in Art from MSU in 2018. As a graduate student, she worked at the Fuzzy Duck Coffee 
Shop and CoffeeTree Books in Morehead. This is where she met co-owner Grant Alden, a founding member of 
the Americana Music Association. He asked her to design awards for the organization’s annual awards 
ceremony, which led to commissioned works ranging from personal paintings to album covers. 
Detail shot of a 
mixed media painting created by Stef Ratliff (10) for the 2018 Americana Music Association Honors and Awards 
Album of the Year award, which was given to Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit’s album “The Nashville Sound.” 
In addition to making this connection, she credits the MSU Department of Art and Design’s faculty and staff for 
motivating her to follow her academic and artistic pursuits.  
“I had a very successful undergraduate career and knew I would be successful as a graduate student with the 
help of the faculty and staff,” she said. “The best part of the department would have to be the connections I 
have made with other artists. They are invaluable.”  
Even though Ratliff may not be the stereotypical Music City success story, her artistic voice will continue to 
resonate.  
Learn more about MSU’s Department of Art and Design at www.moreheadstate.edu/art. 
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Sydnee Bradley, 
senior from Louisville and SAA president, 2018 I Heart MSU Scholarship recipient Jade Holland, a junior from 
Owenton, and Allison Caudill (05), assistant director of alumni relations and development. 
Each year, Morehead State University’s student advancement group, the Student Alumni Ambassadors (SAA), 
facilitate I  MSU Week. As part of a worldwide initiative organized by the Council for the Advancement and 
Support of Education, SAA members host events over the course of the week to educate and engage students 
on the importance of philanthropy and higher education advancement.  
A group of 30 dedicated students, the ambassadors are known on campus as champions of all things MSU, 
from academic excellence to organizational leadership. SAA members frequently volunteer at alumni, 
presidential and sporting events. However, during I  MSU Week, ambassadors focus on students. From 
tabling on campus to a vigorous social media campaign, SAA members organize and host events that aim to 
educate students on how private giving makes their experience at MSU possible.   
Some of the programs they have organized in the past include “Tag Day,” where students find signs around 
campus detailing philanthropic facts about the University, and “Get the Scoop on Philanthropy,” a chance for 
students to learn about how donors affect MSU while enjoying ice cream. A staple of SAA’s week of 
philanthropy education is their “1,000 Thanks” program. During this event, students write thank-you notes to 
donors, sometimes those who have supported the students directly. For example, nursing students are 
encouraged to write thank-you notes to donors who give to the nursing program.   
“It’s important that students understand the impact private gifts have on our campus,” said Allison 
Caudill (05), assistant director of alumni relations and development. “SAA members are constantly learning 
more about how and why alumni and friends give back. Part of their mission is to share this with their peers. 
We hope this education will encourage students to start taking steps to become the next group of philanthropic 
leaders.”  
Last year, the ambassadors decided to make even more of an impact during I  MSU Week by establishing a 
scholarship. Students promoted the scholarship opportunity to any student who participated in a philanthropy 
education event. The inaugural recipient of the “I Heart MSU” Scholarship was Jade Holland, a sophomore 
studying biomedical sciences. The scholarship embodies the ambassadors’ goals by benefitting students and 
promoting MSU spirit and the importance of philanthropy through the application process.   
This year’s I  MSU Week is March 4-8 and SAA will encourage their peers to donate to the scholarship. This 
fundraising initiative will help provide student scholarships that are partially funded by their peers. It will also 
include special recognition for graduating seniors who contribute at least $20.19.   
The Student Alumni Ambassadors are a nationally award-winning student organization through the Council for 
the Advancement and Support of Education. Serving as the official link between current students and MSU 
alumni, educating students on the impact of private giving is a primary goal.  
For more information about SAA, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/saa.  
Soaring to New Heights 
Letter from the publisher 
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 As we kick off this scholarship campaign to help support our students and ensure their success, we are 
strengthening our commitment to our mission. Morehead State prepares students for success in a global 
environment and we have committed to engage in scholarship, both with students and with faculty. We 
promote diversity of people and ideas and seek out innovation, collaboration and creative thinking, and help 
our graduates serve our communities to improve the quality of life.  
As part of this endeavor, we hope to keep you – our friends, alumni, peers and others – informed of the 
success and progress of our faculty, staff and students. We’ve changed the format of Statement Magazine. 
Previously, Statement was the alumni magazine and was primarily focused on information for alumni and 
donors. We are broadening the scope of the magazine, so that Statement Magazine is now “the Magazine of 
Morehead State University.”   
We’ll be highlighting the research and creativity of our faculty, staff and students, as well as important 
initiatives that the University is undertaking to improve the success of our students. We’ve moved to an online 
format which allows us to provide you with more videos, pictures and stories throughout the year. We’ll 
officially publish twice a year – summer and winter, but we’re kicking off with this special spring issue.  
This issue highlights the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign. Throughout MSU’s more than 130 years 
as a higher education institution, our students have been our mission. Those who come to MSU seeking an 
education to achieve their life-long dreams are at the core of what we do.   
Morehead State is committed to investing in and supporting their success through this new campaign. The goal 
is to raise $15 million over the next three years to expand scholarship opportunities for students. These 
scholarships will focus on recruitment, retention, student enrichment and degree completion.  
In this issue we’ll highlight some of the alumni and friends of the University who have already committed to 
this campaign and to supporting student success. We’ll also share stories of the success of our alumni and 
current students, and the dedication of those who have helped them along their journey.  
We look forward to sharing more of these success stories in the next issue this summer. Thank you for your 
support as Morehead State continues to be “a light to the mountains” and beyond.  
Jim Shaw 
Vice President for University Advancement and CEO of the MSU Foundation Inc.  
MSU ROTC cadet has a life-changing 
experience in Uganda 
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There are plenty of unforgettable moments that MSU ROTC cadet Blake White has from a trip to Uganda as 
part of the Cultural Understanding and Leadership Program (CULP) this past summer. One of those memories 
was quite unexpected and caused him to not be able to look at his wristwatch the same way again.  
There’s nothing special about his watch. Just a Casio G-Shock digital watch you could find at most department 
stores. No flashy colors. Pretty basic. Nothing fancy or overly expensive.   
When he went to Koome Island in Lake Victoria, Uganda, White and the group he was with were surrounded by 
more than 40 Ugandan children, most between the ages of five and seven years of age. Several of them were 
crying tears of joy. They were rubbing his skin and hair, as some of them had never seen someone like White 
before. They gravitated toward his watch, which was confusing to the junior exercise major but made sense 
upon closer examination.  
“The only people that would normally have a watch on were the village elders,” White said. “We kind of came 
to the conclusion that people that had watches on had power.”  
It was one of many instances on this trip that changed White’s perspective as he contrasted his experience in 
the U.S. with that of a country where there is a lack of access to healthcare and other resources and where 
violence and infection are prevalent, but a place like this is exactly where White wanted to be.  
Uganda is a landlocked country in East-Central Africa and one of the poorest nations in the world. People in 
rural areas depend on farming as their main source of income. Many people lack access to drinking water and 
proper sanitation, as well as access to healthcare and other services.  
White said ever since he was a little boy growing up in Lexington, he had a desire to serve his country. While 
he didn’t necessarily grow up in a military family (his grandfather served in the U.S. Navy), he vividly 
remembers being in kindergarten during the terrorist attacks on 9/11 and how the teachers in his school 
stopped everything they were doing and how parents were coming to pick up their kids early from school. 
When he got home and started asking questions, the tragedy of those events immediately gave him a sense of 
purpose.  
“I remember going home that day, my dad was like, ‘something bad happened. This is what’s going on.’ I 
understood enough that people were in trouble,” White said. “I knew I wanted to do something about it.”   
White attended Tates Creek High School and transferred to Henry Clay High School and enrolled in the school’s 
ROTC program. After researching ROTC programs at various universities in Kentucky, he said a meeting with 
former MSU military science professor and retired Lt. Col. Robert Mason was what “sparked my fire to look into 
this school.”  
Thanks to White’s academic performance, he received a full scholarship to MSU’s ROTC program and found 
that despite the sacrifice of his personal time or the physical demands, he knows the program is changing him 
for the better.  
MSU ROTC cadet 
Blake White traveled to Uganda as part of a relief trip organized by the Cultural Understanding and Leadership 
Program (CULP) this past summer. 
“I fully expected that it was going to be a leadership school, a leadership program…it’s teaching future cadets 
to be leaders for the country,” he said. “The biggest thing I like about it is they try to make us, with what we 
have, the best person we could be. They try to figure out what’s best for us and what our future career is 
going to be.”  
As he continued to train in both hot and freezing cold weather and strengthen bonds with his fellow cadets, he 
had his sights set on being accepted into CULP, a program that allows ROTC cadets to gain vital leadership 
skills and awareness of cultural differences throughout the world. Cadets are chosen based on GPA, physical 
training (PT) scores and extracurricular activities. Out of approximately 10,000 ROTC cadets that apply from 
across the country, only 1,200 are selected.  
When it came time for White to express a preference on where the CULP program would send him, he 
could have selected a place more similar to America. He opted for a different experience.  
“I honestly wanted the worst possible environment they could give me because I wanted to feel what it was 
like to live in poverty or live in a different area that was not the United States,” he said.  
White’s experience in Uganda included participation and observation in The Aids Support Organization (TASO) 
HIV Projects, training operations for the yearly United Nations Exercise Justified Accord 2018 and providing 
humanitarian aid. He helped deliver medicine in cooperation with TASO and interacted with dozens of villagers 
in one district who are living with HIV. Because of a lack of access to services and healthcare, about 1.3 million 
Ugandans are living with HIV/AIDS, or approximately six percent of the population.  
White was sometimes overwhelmed by the experience in Uganda. He still remembers the dirt huts and strong 
odors due to a lack of proper sanitation. He was advised not to drink from the tap and villagers often would 
walk for miles to haul containers of clean water. In rural areas, as much as 20 percent of the population may 
not have access to drinking water.  
During his trip, he learned the history of the many atrocities committed by the country’s Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) and spoke to victims of the LRA, including a child named David who was captured and whose 
brothers were killed when a bus he was riding was raided. Uganda’s history is one fraught with violence, 
human rights concerns and political struggle. White reflected that seeing these conditions and talking with 
people in the villages motivated him to work for change.   
“I want to have an impact and help people. I want people to live in peace. I don’t want them to live in hate,” 
White said.  
But even in these circumstances, White fondly recalls the kindness, hospitality and spirit of the Ugandan 
people. He remembers the singing and chanting he heard when his group arrived. He witnessed people going 
about their daily lives absent many of the services and luxuries that Americans and White himself may take for 
granted, with smiles on their faces and hope in their eyes. It’s the look many villagers had when White took a 
picture with them under a tent at the center surrounded by more than a dozen Ugandans who were HIV 
positive.  
“Everyone wonders why we spend money. Everybody asks me why we need to be in another country. When I 
was on CULP, I found the answer, and it was during that picture,” White said. “It’s important that the United 
States provides stuff like that for third-world countries because it can become a huge outbreak throughout the 
whole world.”  
As he plans to compete for active duty in the hopes of serving in combat arms, he is thankful that MSU’s ROTC 
program has already provided him with an opportunity he will never forget.  
  
“Just the little time I was there for three weeks, I felt like I made an impact on people’s lives. Even if it’s those 
little kids that have never seen a white person before. Never touched a watch,” White said. “The ROTC 
program, I honestly don’t think they get enough recognition for the things they get to do. This is where I 
wanted to go, and they gave me and provided me with what was necessary to be able to go.”  
For additional information about MSU’s ROTC Eagle Battalion and military science program, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/military. 
Alumnus named to MSU Board of Regents 
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Sanford Holbrook 
(97), left, takes the Board of Regents oath of office, administered by Judge Willie Roberts (96). Holbrook was 
named to the board along with new members Craig Dennis (91), center, the staff regent and Student Regent 
and Student Government Association President Brandon Bryer. 
One Morehead State alumnus continues to serve his alma mater after being named to the University’s Board of 
Regents last year.  
Sanford Holbrook (97) was appointed by Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin to serve on the Board of Regents for a 
six-year term that expires in 2024. He was sworn in as a board member in August of 2018.   
Holbrook earned three degrees from MSU, a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture – Vocational Education, a 
Master of Science in Career and Technical Education in 2003 and a Master of Arts in School Administration in 
2006.   
He is currently the superintendent of Robertson County Schools and previously served as an assistant 
superintendent, principal of an area technology center, as a career and technical education coordinator and as 
an agriculture education teacher.  
MSU’s 11-member governing board is comprised of eight citizens appointed by the governor and elected 
representatives of the faculty, staff and students.  
  
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor.  
With a passion for encouraging others, Ferguson is ‘the 
heart of our athletics program’ 
February 15, 2019 
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Within every successful college athletic department are the staff members behind the scenes — those whose 
work is critical to the day-to-day operations while providing constant guidance and support.    
Perhaps no one embodies this role more than Rhonda Ferguson, a.k.a. “Miss Rhonda,” to those who know her 
best. As the administrative assistant to the athletic director, she handles everything from budgets to travel 
itineraries — all while responding to dozens of email requests.    
It’s not an easy task to ensure that coaches and student-athletes have what they need while keeping track of 
every dollar spent in this budget-conscious environment, but Ferguson enjoys her work and takes great pride 
in serving Morehead State University.    
“I do love my job and want to make a positive impact on those around me,” Ferguson said. “The interaction I 
have with coaches and the student-athletes is the best part. Not only do I support them at work, but I also 
cheer them on from the stands. I’m an Eagle through and through — always have been.”  
A resident of nearby West Liberty, Ferguson began working at MSU in 2009, but it almost didn’t happen. She 
and her husband, Okie, had just sold their family furniture business in Morgan County. She spent the next year 
at home but soon decided that wasn’t for her. Ferguson then took a part-time job at a local bookkeeping 
business before her daughter, Kristi, encouraged her to apply for a secretarial position with MSU Athletics.    
“Honestly, I didn’t think I had a chance because I applied on the final day before the position closed,” Ferguson 
recalled. “But to my surprise, I got called in for an interview and the next day I was offered the job.”  
Ferguson began as a secretary specialist before being promoted to her current role. MSU Director of 
Athletics Brian Hutchinson (96) offers high praise of Ferguson, who regularly goes above and beyond her 
assigned duties.    
“Rhonda is truly selfless as it relates to her work for our staff and students,” Hutchinson said. “She provides a 
lot of services, most of which aren’t really part of her job. But she knows these things need to be done in order 
to keep us organized toward success and she does them without complaint. I appreciate her so much and 
know how fortunate we are to have her as part of our leadership team.”  
One of the “extras” that Ferguson loves to do is sending text messages of support to MSU’s coaches. She 
understands the pressures that come with Division One coaching and is eager to offer encouragement.    
“WIN OR LOSE, I WANT OUR COACHES TO KNOW THAT I’M ALWAYS CHEERING THEM 
ON. AFTER EVERY GAME, IT’S WHAT I DO. IT REMINDS THE COACHES THAT THEY’RE 
APPRECIATED.” -[RHONDA FERGUSON] 
Among the many who get Ferguson’s texts are men’s basketball head coach Preston Spradlin, 
who began receiving her motivational messages when he first arrived at MSU as an assistant.  
“Miss Rhonda is really the heart of our athletics program,” Spradlin said.  “She has a personal relationship with 
nearly every member of our staff and is invested in the success of all our programs. The texts I receive from 
her after every game mean so much to me. She is always positive and certainly loyal to our student-athletes. I 
am forever thankful for her service and commitment.”  
Ferguson has been employed by MSU for almost a decade, but her investment in the institution began many 
years prior. She completed a one-year secretarial certificate in the mid-1970s and her children, Kristi 
(98) and Bryce (03), both earned degrees from the institution.    
“Morehead State has always been a big part of our family,” Ferguson added.  “I love working here and plan to 
stay as long as they’ll have me.  This is where I want to retire. This is home.”  
For additional information about MSU Athletics, visit www.msueagles.com. 
MSU student-athletes excel in the classroom 
during fall semester 
February 15, 2019 
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Morehead State student-athletes once again demonstrated their determination and excellence in the classroom 
last year.   
Student-athletes combined for a 3.07 grade-point average, while 46 athletes recorded a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
Football led the way with nine perfect scores, while volleyball and beach volleyball had seven students with a 
4.0. Men’s cross country/track and field garnered six all-A students, while soccer had five.  
Multiple MSU 
student-athletes put up winning numbers in the classroom and were awarded academic honors during the 
2018-19 academic year. 
In addition, 14 NCAA teams earned a team GPA above 3.0.   
Teams with a 3.0 or above GPA include:  
• Baseball  
• Men’s Cross Country  
• Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  
• Men’s Golf  
• Women’s Basketball  
• Women’s Cross Country  
• Women’s Indoor Track and Field  
• Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  
• Women’s Golf  
• Rifle  
• Softball  
• Soccer  
• Volleyball  
• Beach Volleyball  
In addition to the overall academic success, some programs and student-athletes received distinct academic 
honors.  
For the 11th consecutive season, the American Volleyball Coaches Association honored Eagle Volleyball with its 
highest academic achievement award. The Eagles’ 3.43 cumulative GPA during the 2017-18 academic year 
earned the program its 19th total AVCA Team Academic Award.  
  
The award, which was first awarded during the 1992-93 academic year, honors collegiate and high school 
volleyball programs who excel in the classroom, maintaining a minimum 3.30 cumulative team GPA. In total, 
973 programs were honored with the AVCA Team Academic Award, with 540 programs competing in women’s 
collegiate volleyball competition.  
  
The AVCA Team Academic Award is the single largest academic achievement honor awarded to volleyball 
programs around the country in quantity of schools, student-athletes and coaches honored.  
  
Eagle Volleyball had five student-athletes each register a perfect 4.0 GPA during the 2017-18 academic year. 
Redshirt senior Jessie Wachtman, senior Maddie Fella, redshirt junior Danielle McCarson, redshirt 
sophomore Chandler Clark and sophomore Olivia Lohmeier registered perfect GPAs across both the fall and 
spring semesters, while Wachtman was named the Morehead State Female Scholar Athlete of the Year.  
  
For the fifth consecutive season, Eagle Football has landed at least three players on the Academic All-Pioneer 
League teams. Seniors Jarin Higginbotham, Sayyid Kanu and Nathan Sames were named to the second team.  
  
The Academic All-PFL teams are selected by the league’s media relations personnel. Athletes must have 
appeared in 50 percent of a team’s games and have a cumulative 3.30 or better grade point 
average. Kanu appears on the team for the second straight season.  
  
Higginbotham, also a Second Team All-PFL pick this year, sports a 3.38 GPA in exercise science. The Liberty 
Township, Ohio, native finished his career with 2,107 receiving yards and 115 catches to rank third all-time in 
both of those categories at MSU. He led the team with 667 yards and 39 passes hauled in this season.  
  
Kanu, a native of Columbus, Ohio, holds a 3.33 GPA as a radiology major. He was named the PFL Defensive 
Player of the Week after his effort in the win over Valparaiso. He wrapped up his career with a team-best 62 
tackles in 2018 while having a team-high six pass breakups and two pickoffs. In his four-year Eagle career, he 
amassed 225 tackles and had 13 passes defended. Kanu was named Honorable Mention All-PFL in 2018.  
  
Sames, who came to MSU from Shelbyville, has a 3.48 GPA and is majoring in engineering technology. He had 
18 catches for 224 yards and a touchdown in 2018. He was also a force on special team coverage, amassing 
30 career tackles and a fumble forced and a fumble recovered in his four-year playing career.  
  
The PFL Academic Honor Roll, honoring those who achieved a 3.00 GPA or better for the fall, will be released in 
early 2019.  
For additional information about MSU Athletics, visit www.msueagles.com.   
Andy and Debbie Prefontaine continue their MSU 
support with new scholarship 
February 15, 2019 
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Andy and Debbie 
Prefontaine 
As the founder and CEO of Family Leisure Inc. and an entrepreneur who started home, property and 
advertising businesses, Andy Prefontaine (71) has managed to achieve a great deal of success since his 
time as an MSU Eagle. Now, he and his wife, Debbie, want to do their part to ensure that same success is 
within reach for future generations of students.  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Andy and Debbie 
Prefontaine Scholarship Endowment. The endowment will provide scholarships to assist in the recruitment and 
retention of students beginning in the 2019-20 academic year.  
  
The Prefontaines have been avid supporters of MSU for years, donating resources and volunteering their time 
to encourage other alumni to give back and support the University. As a student, Andy was a member of the 
MSU ROTC program’s first commissioned graduating class and served as the last president of the Aquila Club 
before the social organization became the national fraternal organization Pi Kappa Alpha. After graduating from 
MSU, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the United States Army. A 2016 MSU Alumni Hall of 
Fame inductee, Prefontaine has also served as a member of the MSU Foundation Board of Trustees.  
  
Prefontaine was inducted into the MSU Alumni Hall of Fame in 2016. 
 
In honor of their charitable commitment, two spaces in the newly renovated Adron Doran University Center 
(ADUC) are adorned with their name: the Prefontaine Tower and the Prefontaine Pub. Prefontaine Tower is 
located at the northernmost entrance of the ADUC expansion and the Prefontaine Pub is one of ADUC’s newest 
dining options and student hangouts located on the first floor just past the tower entrance.  
Andy and Debbie 
Prefontaine were recognized at the Feb. 14 home basketball game. They contributed $750,000 to create the 
Andy and Debbie Prefontaine Scholarship Endowment. The proceeds from the endowment will provide 
scholarships to assist in the recruitment and retention of students beginning in the 2019-20 academic year. 
From left: Jim Shaw, MSU vice president for university advancement; Alicia Parker Webb (01), senior 
philanthropy officer; Andy Prefontaine (71); Mindy Highley (91), assistant vice president for alumni relations 
and development; and MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. 
This scholarship endowment was established as part of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship 
Campaign. The Prefontaines hope that this general scholarship endowment fund will change many lives at 
Morehead State.   
  
“Some students would not even be able to attend MSU without a scholarship, and that’s why it’s important,” 
Andy said. “I’ve been very fortunate and if life gives you good fortune, you really should pay it back. It should 
be a part of your life.” 
To contribute to the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.  
Creating a legacy for future generations… 
Nelson Carpenter’s legacy gift to MSU will provide ongoing support for theatre students and summer 
theatre workshops. 
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 As a theatre major, Nelson Maurice Carpenter (54) did not know what life had in store for him after leaving 
Morehead State University, then known as Morehead State College. He did know one thing for certain, which 
was that he loved theatre.   
Carpenter came to MSU in 1951 after graduating from Maysville High School in 1950. Pursuing a Bachelor of 
Arts in English, he spent his free time involving himself in clubs and activities. He was a member of the Wesley 
Club, a social club for Methodist students, the Coffee Club, the campus literary club, and he was the co-feature 
editor for the campus news publication, The Trail Blazer.  
Most importantly, he was involved in theatre. He was noted as having served in every capacity possible in the 
Morehead Players – acting, directing, business management, publicity, scenery and lighting, to name a few. 
Carpenter was so loved by the Morehead Players group that they dedicated a page in MSU’s 1954 Raconteur to 
his service in the theatre organization. His experience at MSU led him to later dedicate his life to education and 
support of the stage.   
Upon graduating from MSU he moved to New York City where he worked in a publishing house 
and took graduate courses at Columbia University. Deciding publishing was not for him, he enlisted in the 
United States Army in 1956. Carpenter served for two years in Korea as part of the Eighth Army Headquarters 
Special Services Group and obtained the rank of sergeant in the United States Army Reserve. When he 
completed his service, he attained his Master of Arts degree at the University of Mississippi then began his 40-
year career in education.  
Carpenter was an instructor of English, history, speech and drama at institutions that include Woodleigh School 
in Maysville, Northwest Junior College and West Georgia College, among others. In 1969, he joined the faculty 
of Middle Georgia College as an associate professor of speech and drama. Over the course of his career there, 
Carpenter directed more than 45 theatrical productions, served as the chairman of the speech and drama 
department and attended the Institute of Arts Administration at Harvard University. He retired in 1988.    
After returning home to Mason County to care for his sister, Mary Louise Carpenter, he became a well-known 
attendee at MSU’s theatre productions. Later in life, he suffered a stroke, which required him to be placed in 
the Maysville Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center. No longer being able to attend shows, students from 
The Little Company, MSU’s touring theatre troupe, frequently performed at Carpenter’s nursing home and 
routinely sent playbills and signed posters, which he would hang in his room.   
“Students always know when regulars come,” said Denise Watkins (96), professor of theatre at MSU. 
“Sunday matinees, Nelson always had a seat. Students knew he supported the program financially, but Nelson 
attending their shows was what really meant so much to them. Passing around a playbill or poster to sign at 
the end of a show was the students’ way of supporting him, after years of supporting them.”  
As a lifelong supporter of MSU, he officially established the Nelson Maurice Carpenter Theatre Endowment in 
2008, a fund that supports theatre students and summer theatre workshops.   
“To have consistent support goes a long way, for any student, but especially students in the arts,” said 
Watkins. “In an area that is geographically challenged where some families are skeptical of their kids pursuing 
a career in the arts, a scholarship goes a long way.”  
After his passing, Carpenter left an estate gift to be directed towards his theatre endowment. This gift was 
valued at nearly $300,000. The proceeds from this endowment will ensure theatre students for years to come 
benefit from Carpenter’s generosity.   
 
The MSU Visionary Society is a recognition society for those who remember MSU through planned gifts.    
To learn more about planned gifts or other ways to support your favorite MSU program, contact the Office of 
Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give. 
Fall 2018 Dean’s List announced 
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Morehead State University’s Fall 2018 Dean’s List is now available online.  
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must have completed at least 12 undergraduate credit hours and 
earned at least a 3.5 GPA for the current semester. Students are listed by college and their hometown is 
identified.  
To view the list, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/deanslist. 
2019 Spring Gala will be “An Evening in 
Madrid” this April 
February 15, 2019 
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Over the years, Morehead State University’s Annual Spring Gala has become the University’s most glamorous 
night and one of its biggest fundraisers for student success. This year, MSU faculty, staff, students and friends 
of the University will be treated to a night of entertainment inspired by one of Europe’s most elegant cities.  
MSU’s 2019 Spring Gala “An Evening in Madrid” will take place at 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, at the newly 
renovated Adron Doran University Center. Guests will enjoy a reception featuring hors d’oeuvres, wine, 
cocktails and a silent auction. This will be followed by dinner and a show featuring music from around the 
world courtesy of the talents of the faculty, staff and students from MSU’s Department of Music, Theatre and 
Dance. After the show concludes, guests will be able to enjoy dessert and dancing to close out the gala 
festivities.  
The proceeds from this event, which raises approximately $100,000 annually, provide educational 
opportunities for MSU students. The registration deadline for the 2019 Spring Gala is Friday, April 19. To 
purchase tickets online, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/gala.  
Additional information is available by calling the Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-
2033 or 1-877-783-ALUM. 
Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign is 
raising millions of dollars to benefit generations 
of future Eagles 
February 15, 2019 
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As one of the best public universities in the South, Morehead State University has many qualities that help 
contribute to the unique nature of the authentic MSU experience: excellent academic programs, incredible 
facilities, experienced faculty, caring staff and a commitment to student success.   
Throughout MSU’s more than 130 years as a higher education institution, it is the students that give MSU its 
life and purpose. The people who come to MSU seeking a degree and the knowledge and skills to achieve their 
life-long dreams are the heart of the Eagle Nation.   
Students are at the core of MSU’s mission and we are committed to investing in and supporting their success 
through the newly launched Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign.  
The campaign’s goal is to raise $15 million over the next three years to expand scholarship opportunities for 
students. These scholarships will focus on recruitment, retention, student enrichment and degree completion.  
“Morehead State University is a very special place. Our academic programming is vital and our facilities are 
extremely important. However, during my time here, I have learned that MSU is a special place primarily 
because of the people,” said MSU President Jay Morgan.  
 At MSU about 90 percent of our undergraduate students receive some type of financial aid. However, private 
dollars are critical to meet the needs of our students and to reduce their student loan debt. This campaign will 
run for a very short time frame and, with your help, we will reach the goal quickly and begin to see current and 
future Eagles soar to new heights.   
“Every year, thousands of students come to Morehead State University to pursue their dreams. The decision to 
attend or stay enrolled often comes down to the math. How much will it cost? What level of debt will I incur? 
No student or family should be forced into the heartbreaking decision of whether to pursue their college 
education because of the burden of loan debt,” said Jim Shaw, vice president for university advancement. “Our 
hope is that the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign will alleviate this burden for many of our 
students.”  
To learn how you can contribute to the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign, 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/soar.  
MSU art grad helping a city shape its culture 
February 15, 2019 
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Nelvin Howell (12) took a bold step when he came to Morehead State. A first-generation college student, 
Howell wasn’t sure what to expect when he arrived on campus. However, he said with the support of the 
faculty in the Department of Art and Design, he was able to excel, earning both a bachelor’s degree in art and 
a Master of Arts in Studio Art (15) from MSU. After working for several nonprofits following his graduation, 
Howell now serves in the newly created position of arts and cultural coordinator for the City of Paducah.   
“Paducah has a wonderful and enriching history and support for the arts,” Howell said. “The city recognizes the 
need to create a creative and cultural council, so I have been researching and learning more about art and 
creative councils in other cities and states for case studies. Public art is also part of the strategic plan’s 
initiative so I’m currently researching a variety of public art and participatory art for public engagement.”   
Howell credits much of his success with classes he took at MSU.   
“If it wasn’t for a lot of the opportunities that I earned I wouldn’t have the knowledge and experience I do 
now,” he said. “Lisa (Mesa-Gaido’s) capstone class was so beneficial in helping me be accepted in a Master of 
Fine Arts program at Kent State University. Jennifer Reis’ (07) courses in arts administration and arts 
entrepreneurship have assisted me countless times with my career in nonprofits and now with my position for 
the City of Paducah.”  
Howell said he has many happy memories of being a student at MSU, including the Department of Art and 
Design’s annual “Rocky Horror Picture Show” screening and costume contest and celebrating project 
milestones with his classmates.   
“My freshman year in 3D Foundation, a group of us in Lisa’s class hosted a cupcake party after finishing our 
first cardboard sculpture. That was a lot of fun and a lot of sugar! I made some wonderful friends and some of 
my professors are now artists colleague/peers,” he said. “It’s really interesting to see how dynamics change 
and grow. I’m glad that many of them took root and grew.”   
When it comes to having a career in the arts, Howell said it’s important to be confident, innovative and to 
never stop learning.   
“There are barriers and challenges in this world. Use your energy and your mind to take care of those instead 
of tearing yourself down or dismissing your work or ideas,” he said. “If something doesn’t exist, create it. If 
you don’t know how, learn it.”  
To see Howell’s artwork, visit www.nelvincecil.com.   
  
For more information about MSU’s Department of Art and Design, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art.  
Pat Petrillo, world-class performer and music 
educator, found his rhythm at MSU 
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When Pat Petrillo (83) gets a pair of drumsticks in his hands, he goes places.  
Over the course of his extensive career as a percussionist and music educator, he has played for and 
instructed some of the world’s best marching drum corps through Drum Corps International (DCI). He has held 
down the rhythm section in the pit of numerous Broadway shows. He has collaborated with world-class 
musicians and backed up some big names in popular music. Through drum seminars, master classes and 
instructional videos, he has helped improve the playing ability of countless aspiring percussionists around the 
world.  
The amount of passion and energy he has poured into making himself and others better players wouldn’t have 
been possible without those who first saw potential in him. For Petrillo, he chalks up a good portion of his 
professional and educational accomplishments to his experience of taking the trip from his home in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, to the mountains of Eastern Kentucky to study music at Morehead State University.  
Pat Petrillo (83) 
came back to Morehead State to share his experience and skills with MSU percussion students last fall. 
Petrillo initially got hooked on music and discovered his rhythmic gifts as a kid. He listened to and played along 
to The Beatles courtesy of his older brother Jim’s record collection and then started listening to some of his 
father Frank’s records by Elvis Presley and Tommy Dorsey. He joined the fourth-grade jazz band before his 
mother, Millie, found a newspaper ad for drum corps. Even though Petrillo admits he “fought it for the longest 
time,” he ended up joining his first local drum corps at the age of 11. It would turn out be the first of many 
drum corps Petrillo would join. He played with The Saints from 1974 to 1977, The Garfield Cadets in 1978 and 
1979, and The Bridgemen from 1980 to 1983.   
“That’s where I learned rudiments and I learned to memorize cadences and street beats, which was pretty 
easy for me because I grew up with ear training,” he said. “Joining the drum corps, that day was huge.”  
As Petrillo was mastering and showcasing with The Garfield Cadets during the summer of his senior year of 
high school in 1978, his mother ran the souvenir booth and had a chance meeting with former MSU percussion 
professor Frank Oddis. He was handing out fliers publicizing Morehead State University’s music program and 
Millie proceeded to brag on her youngest son. Prior to this, Petrillo said he was considering becoming a music 
educator, attending Trenton State College (now The College of New Jersey) to study jazz drumming or to 
simply “maximize my gifts and my talents the best I can to make a living.”   
After meeting with Oddis, Petrillo wrote him a letter expressing interest in the program. He received a letter 
from Oddis two days later in response (and one “seemingly every third day” after that). He decided to enroll in 
the MSU music program in the fall of 1979, but he had to audition first. Up to this point, Petrillo still couldn’t 
read music and had to play both timpani and vibraphone in the audition. That, along with getting a chance to 
watch a yearly band clinic held at MSU, gave him a few unfamiliar feelings of fear and doubt in his playing, but 
an even stronger desire to become a part of it.  
“I SAW THE PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE AT THE (CLINIC) CONCERTS, AND I WAS BLOWN 
AWAY BY MOREHEAD STATE’S ENSEMBLES. THAT REALLY MADE ME SAY, ‘(SIGH) HOW 
ARE YOU GOING TO DO THIS?’ I WANTED TO BE IN A SITUATION WHERE I’M THE WORST. 
I WANTED TO LEARN TO BE LIKE THEM. I WANTED TO BE IN A CHALLENGING SITUATION 
AND MOREHEAD STATE PROVIDED THAT.” -[PAT PETRILLO] 
Petrillo referring to himself as “the worst” in the program may have been an exaggeration. After some 
deliberation, Petrillo impressed Oddis enough to be admitted into the program and was given a couple of small 
scholarships. When he was on campus, he auditioned for the MSU Jazz Vocal Ensemble under the direction of 
the late music professor Jay Flippin. It was here that he would oftentimes get music anywhere from a week to 
mere hours before a performance, which later ended up being a circumstance he encountered frequently later 
in his life.  
“Sometimes, you don’t get a lot of prep. Sometimes, it’s the drop of a hat,” Petrillo said. “Jay got me ready for 
my professional life. Treated me like a professional.”  
After earning a bachelor’s degree in music education and a master’s degree in secondary education from MSU, 
Petrillo’s professional life came to what he called a “fork in the road” shortly after he left Kentucky. He returned 
to New Jersey and took a job as an assistant band director at Jackson Memorial High School, but his desire to 
expand his drum set playing also led to him playing jazz drum gigs in the evenings. It also compelled him to 
enroll as a student at the Drummer’s Collective in New York City, where he honed his technique and became 
versed in different styles of playing, studio drumming and world rhythms under the tutelage of notable 
drummers like Peter Erskine and Frank Malabe, among others.   
In 1985, he tagged along with one of his teachers and sat in the pit while he played drums for a Broadway 
production of “A Chorus Line.” Prior to this, the only pit experience Petrillo had was his junior year at MSU 
playing in the pit for a community theatre group called The Maysville Players. Through his connections and his 
abilities, he worked his way into becoming a substitute drummer for the production. Petrillo then worked his 
way up to becoming a faculty member at the Drummer’s Collective while performing in the pit on Broadway for 
popular productions like “Grease,” “Footloose,” “Newsies” and a national touring production of “Dreamgirls.”   
But when he reflects on his time on Broadway, he once again chalks up being able to succeed in that 
environment partially to his time at MSU.  
“My experiences in Morehead got me ready for this. Being under a baton, that’s something you only get in 
college,” he said. “I learned that being in college on a high level.”  
His abilities and professional experience caused him to be in high demand as a touring drummer, leading him 
to international tours with the likes of R&B legends like Patti LaBelle and Gloria Gaynor, and other notable hit-
making artists like Patty Smyth, Glen Burtnik and Deee-lite. He also went on to tour with his own projects, 
most notably Grooveallegiance and Pat Petrillo’s NYC Big Rhythm Band.  
While Petrillo was living out his dream as a professional musician, he also had a desire to pass on the skills he 
had learned to others on a much wider scale. Through the Drummer’s Collective, Petrillo helped develop one of 
the first drum instructional videos in 1987 called “Snare Drum Rudiments,” which he said went on to 
sell hundreds of thousands of copies around the world.   
He later went on to create other instructional DVDs like “Hands, Grooves, & Fills” and “Learn to Read 
Rhythms…Better!” Petrillo has adapted his instructional video teachings to the times, going from VHS to DVD 
to online streaming by now being a featured drum instructor on the popular YouTube drum educational 
channel Drumeo.  
At this point in his life, much of what Petrillo is doing has led him to go back to the places and inspirations 
where it all started. Late last year, his NYC Big Rhythm Band traveled to England’s Abbey Road Studios to 
record an album covering Beatles classics he used to listen play along to as a kid. Back in his home state of 
New Jersey, he founded the Music Tech Contemporary Music School and the nonprofit Jersey Arts and Music 
Inc., the parent company of the DCI drum corps Encorps Marching Music Experience, both based in South 
Brunswick. When he was developing his signature three-tiered, multi-surface practice pad in partnership 
with Drumeo, the Drumeo P4 Practice Pad, the process of seeking a manufacturer 
led to his product being produced at 4C Innovations in Morehead, mere miles from his alma mater.  
Before he was a 
world-class drummer and renowned music educator, Pat Petrillo (83) learned valuable lessons at Morehead 
State University that proved to be invaluable in his professional career. 
“Just from me Googling something, I came back to Morehead,” he said. “It’s so wild how it’s all come full 
circle.”  
Petrillo always had the capabilities to make something of himself as a musician, but the lessons he learned and 
the education he received at Morehead State made him emphasize using his skills for more than his own 
aspirations. In fact, he still makes the occasional trip to MSU, like he did this past fall to conduct seminars and 
masterclasses for the next generation of successful percussionists.  
Whether it’s an instructional video or a school, a practice pad or a drum corps, Petrillo continues to play and 
perform and is making sure the beat goes on to the next generation. For Petrillo, the many aspects of his 
successful career in music and education may not have been possible if this skilled and slightly intimidated kid 
from New Jersey didn’t take a leap of faith coming to MSU.  
“It was, for me, life-changing. So many things have come from me being here,” he said. “It gave me the 
experiences that I needed.”  
For more information about MSU’s music programs, contact the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance 
at 606-783-2473, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/music.  
 
